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| at the ſame time, pur 
drawn from the pureſt Fountains of Na. 
| tural Reaſon. Certainly, a Reaſon de. 
ſtitute of the Lights of Divine Reve- 
lation, has never appear.d with fo much 
Illumination and Power. And as there 
1 not any Duty omitted by Confucius, — 
ſo there is not any beſides thoſe i h -—— 
tioned. He greatly extends his M, 
but not farther than needs muſt; Ws 
| Tudgment ever telling him how far be maſt - 
£0, and where he ou ** A 2 1. . "of 
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1 . wherein, as in Epitome, 16 con- 


. all the Morals of Confucius 


the Chineſe. Philoſopher, is very ſmall, 
if we reſpe# the number of Pages which 
5 compoſe it hut it is doubtleſs very Great, 4,28 
if Conſi deration be bad to wy Lxpor- 2 
tance of the Things therein contain l. 
Wꝛ'.i may ſay that the Merals of thi 


Philoſopher are infiuitel ? Sublime, but 


ſenſible, and 8 


* 44-7 
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Aver. 
Mr which he has a very conf derable PL 


vantage, not only over a great number | 


of Pagan Writers, that have T reated of 
Things of this Nature, 'but likewiſe over 
. Yate Chriſtian — who abound 
with ſo many falſe, over-ſubtil 
Thoughts ; who almoſt ter where ſur- 
Paſs the Bounds of their Duty, and who 
give themſelves up to their own Fancy, 
or ill Humour; who almoſt always di- 
greſs from that Juſt Mean, where Vir- 
ue ought to be plac d; who, by their falſe 
Pourtraiclures do render it impoſſible to our 
Practice, aud conſequently make few 
Virtuous Men. 33 
The Author de la maniere de bien 
penſer dans les Ouvrages d' Eſprit, 
| = to aſtile extreamly Polite and Exact, 
always adds an exquifite Judgment, very 
well remarks the [Weakneſs and Falf ity of 
theſe Words of a late Writer, Every 
one endeavours to poſſeſs the moſt 
Room he can in his own Imagination, 
and promotes and aggrandizes himſelf 
inthe World, only to augment the Idea 
Which every one has of himſelf; Behold 
the end of all the Ambitious Deſigns of 


Men. Alexander, and Cæſar Had no 
: other 


Advertiſement. of . 


f otherPropet in all their Battels thanzbis.. 
Indeed, 


in their Battels, not only have meditated. 


on their Interiour Image, and altho the 
Thought then had, might prove true in 
ſome Occurrence, yet it could not be ſo in 


the Extent that was given it. There is 


therefore mo worſe Thought than 
what heUtters, who has Compos'd the firſt: 


Treatiſe of the Moral Eſſays, and whoſe 


Words we have juſt mention'd. 


What the Author of theſe Eſſays lays. | 
down at firſt, and which he who Compoſes 


the Excellent Dialogues already mention'd, 


would not take the Pains to Fevive; is al. 


moſt of this Stamp; Tis even ſomewhat 
| worſe, to which very little Attention is 


requir'd. I conceive, ſaith he, that he 


who at firſt ſtil'd himſelf, : High and 
| Mighty Lord, look'd upon himſelf as 
| Born upon the Head of his Vaſlals, and 

that it is this that he means by this Epi- 


thet high, ſolittle ſuitable to the Vile- 


| neſs of Men. 


What fignifies all this? or rather, How : 


dares one from a ſerious and grave Air to 


advance Things of this Nature? What 


— 


Advertiſement. 


is meant by theſe Words, I imagine, that 

be who at the firſt Stil d himſelf, High 

an d Mighty Lord, look d upon himſelf 
gs adyanc'd over the Head of his Vaſ- 
fals. Theſe Words can have but Two 
| Senſes ; the one Proper, the other Figu- 
rative, The Proper and Natural Senſe 
1, That this Lord imagin d that his Feet 
were reſted on the Head of his V. aſſals, 
and that he wall d upon their Heads or 
Higher ; and that to ſee and Command 
them, be was fore d to look down. The 
Figurative Senſe is, That this Lord 
thought himſelf advancd in Authority iſ 
over his Vaſſals, and that his Rank and 
Power were much more conſiderable than 
theirs. It is evident, that unleſs this 
Lord had loſt his Wits, he could not ima- 
gine what the firſt Senſe ſi onifies ; and as 
for the ſecond, which is Figurative, it is 
very true: This Lord had Reaſon to 
conſider himſelf. as advanc'd above his | 
Subjects, it was his Right to aſſume Titles 
| which denoted his Power and Anthority, 
and he did no more than what thoſe whom 
God has ordain d o Command others, 
have always done, " God bimfelf, in bis 
| 8 Scriptures, 


Arenen 


geripru. tures, calls | them Goch, which @ 
much more than Highand Mighty Lords. 


So theſe otherWords, ThisEpithet of High  _ 
is ſo unſuitable to the lowneſs of Men, 
are no more intelligible than the former. 


Theſe Places, which-we have ru d, 


| are not the only ones of this Nature, which | 
are found in the Moral Eſſays. There are 


infinite other ſuch like. And not to go from 
the firſt Treatiſe, can theſe poſſibly be Solid. 
Altho' Men ſhould have made great 


Progreſs therein, (The Author ſpeaks of 
the Knowledge of Things,) they would 
hardly be the more eſtimable ; ſeeing 


that theſe Barren Sciences are ſo inca- 


pable of bringing any Fruit, and ſolid 
| Contentment to them, that one is as 
Fappy in rejecting them at firſt, as in 
carrying them by long Study, to he 5 


higheſt Pitch they can be. carry'd. 

We are only capable of knowing one 
ſingle Object, and one ſingle Truth at 
once. The reſt remains buried in our 
Memory, as if it was not. Behold. 
therefore our. Knowledge reduc d to a 


og Object, 


Who! is he that! is not Convine d, that 


3 . — 


1 + 4 Baſerſhtouhink get 
| F becauſe he is 5 wel | ee N kar Hors'd; 
walks: with: 2-goc od n 

I bat Do not the: = ene ks Ex- 

1 rellen Diſcveriei. render”. 4 Man more 

Happy, Content, and Complaiſaut, when 
he underſtands the. right. Uſe «ther, 
Is it not well known, that there ure u 
Divines, who are of Opinion, That one 5 

the Things which wil compleat the Hap- 
pineſs the Saints in Heaven, will be 

4 great Knowledge of an infinite number 
of Truths which. are unknown to us upon 
Earth? Is it becauſe aur Spirit can at the 
ſame time Meditate only upon one fingle 
Object, that it thence: follows, that all 
ai H. nowledge of an Experience! Man is 
Limited to this  fingle ys eat, that he knows 
* ober: 

Behold thevefors- our Knowledge! re⸗ 
his d to a ſingle Object. In fine, Is it 
4 Baſeneſs for a Knight, or Courtier, to 
tbink he ſhall be the more eſteem d, if be 
: does what is ſuitable to his Rank ; if, among 

_ other Things, he is properly Habited | 

[ well Hors 4% Tra "TORE: with a good ] 

? | . Grace? ; 


Grace d 3 
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of Contempt, would he not diſcover a Means + * 


Moral Treatiſes of moſs Mo. 
dern Metaphyſicians 
is to ſay, in Diſcourſes where _ | 
| Simplicity, Clearneſs, and verite. 
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weſs of mind, if be had unproper  Habili- 


ments, if he ſhould tate uo Care and 

Pains to be well Hors d, if he ſhould:Ride © 
wit hout any Art, or Walk lite a M © 
Me can aver, that in this. Abridgment 1: 
o/ Confucius's Morals, not hing will be © 
found like what we have Remark d. We 


Maſter-Pieces. Every Thing herein is 


Solid; becauſe that right Reaſon, that 


inward Verity, which is implanted in the 
Soul of all Men, and which our Philoſo- 
| pher inceſſantly. Conſulted without Preju- 


dice, guided all his Words. Thus the 


ks which he Exh orts, are ſuch , that. there | 


is no Perfon which does not immediately 
give his Approbation thereunto. There 


18 nothing of Fallity in his Reaſoringt, 
nothing Extream, none of thoſe frigbt. 


ful Subtilties, which are obſerv'd in the 
*YoyezleTraitte 


theur de la Re- 
cherche de las 


B 
- Perſpicurty 
Nl Lie Ty — 
8 92 z — 5 Don FC 


5 that deMorale de au N 


Advertiſement. 


Perſpicaity ought. to prevail throughout, 
and make it ſelf Senfible to Minds of the 
| loweſt Rank. 8 . NG ” = Lay 7 
Me ſhall perhaps find this Maxim a 
little Relax d, where Confucius ſaith, 
Thau here are certain Perſons whom it is 
| Lawful to Hate, Nevertheleſs, if the | 

Thing be cloſely Confider d, we ſhall find | 

the Thought to be Juſt and Reaſonable. 

Virtue, indeed, Commands us to do Good 

Zo all Men, as Confucius ſtates it; but 

it requires not that we ſhould effectually 

have Friendſhip for all ſorts of Perſons. 

There are ſome ſo Odious, that it is abſo- 
lutely impoſſible to Love them: For after 

all, we only can Love Good; we Natu- i 

rally have an Averſion for what appears 

extreamly Wicked and Defefive. All i 
that Charity obliges us to do on this Ac- 
count, is, to ſhew kindneſs to a Perſou, fi 
when it is in our Power, as if we Lov'd if 
him, notwithſtanding the Vices, Malice, 
aud great Defetts, which are diſcover d 


in him. fo"; | 
Seeing that opportunity offers, we ſhall 
take Notice, That the Duty of Loving 
our Enemies, which Jes Chriſt ſo much 
5E;5FF 7”: econ 


aer, 
Recommend in his Goſpel, is generally. 
too much ſtretcbed. This Duty is very 
I dliſicult to perform in its juſt Extent, 
4 without our rendring it yet harder, or 
„ Wrather impoſſible to Practice, and capable 


* of caſting, us into Deſpetr, and of making. 
＋ * f 


us fall into an entire Relaxation, The 
d | generality of thoſe that explain this Du. 
, , do ſpeat as if we were obliged to re- 
tain in our Hearts a tender Amity for all 
our Enemies, howWicked and Abomina- 
Lie ſoever they be. Tet, this is not pre- 
. cz/ely that which the Son of God requires 
at cur Hands, becauſe he demands not 


to excite us to behave our ſelves towards 
our Enemies, whoever they be, as we do 
1 to them that we Love. Indeed, the Scri- 
Ptures doe, in ſeveral places, by to Love 
frgnifie to do Good, almoſt in the ſame 
manner as we do to thoſe for whom we 


5 bare a great Affection. If this were a 
It occafion, we might Verifie this with 


[ſeveral Paſſages. We ſhall ſatisfie our 
W elves only with alleging the Example 


\poſes for ogr Imjration, For, after ha- 


r i 7hings abſolutely impoſſible. His aim is , 


of God himſelf, which our Saviour pro-. 


are all as ſo mayySynonymous Terms, 


my 
; , 
I * 
; 


Advertiſement. , 

ving ſaid, Matth. 5. 44, 45. Love 
Four Enemies; Bleſs them that Curſe 
you; do Good to them that Hate you; 
and Pray for them that Deſpitefully 
uſe you, and perſecute you; (for theſe 


he adds, That Ye may be the Children 
of your Father which is in Heaven: 
For he maketh his Sun to Riſe upon the 
Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth his 
Rain on the Juſt and 'on the Unjuſt, 
Now, it is certain, That God Loves not 
the Wicked and Unjuſt, altho he may 
do them Good; He has had an extream 
Averſion for a Caligula, for a Nero, and 
other ſuch like Monſters; altho he has 
caus'd his Sun to Shine, and ſent his Rain 
upon them, But he has dealt with them 
as if he Lovd them; and tis after this 
manner alſo that we ought to Deport our 
ſelves towards our Enemies. *Ti not 
that we are not boknd ſincerely to endea- | 
vour, what in us lies, to retain in our 
Hearts ſome Sentiments of Friendſhip 
for them; but there are certain Perſons 
fo Lewd, ſo Profligate, and ſo Abomina- 
ble, for wham it i impoſſible to have theſe 


bs entiments 


a AQ 


Ws 


* 


NX. = 


Advertiſement. 
Sentiments, Aud tis upon this Account 
that the Charity is yet greater, more ge- 


nerous, and Praiſe Worthy, when, not- 


ee e that Averſion which we 


cannot hinder our ſelves from bearing to 


certain Perſons, we ceaſe not to do them 
Good upon Occafton, with the Proſpet# of 


* 


yielding Obedience unto God, bh 
As for the reſt, by what we have hi-. _ 
therto ſaid it may be judg d how exceed- 
ingly the Publick is beholden to the R. F. 


Incorcetta and Couplet, who have Trau- 


lated, out of Chineſe into Latine, the 


Three Books of Confucius, from which 


we have Extracted this Piece of Morality, 


which is now divulg d. We have. Sele- 


| ted the moſt important Things, and have 
let ſlip ſeveral, which, altho' good in 
| themſelves, and particularly agreeable to 


the Genius of the Perſons for whom they 


| have been Said and Writ, would have 
ſeem d, perhaps, too common and incon. 
ſiderable in our Europe. And foraſmuch, 
as in the Pork of the R. F. Incorcetta 


and Couplet, a Diſcourſe is made concern- 


ing the Origine of the Chineſe Nation, and 
of the Ancienteſt Books which this Nation 
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2 before that of Confucius, we have 


therefore Tranſlated what on this account 


i moſt neceſſaty to be known. 
It is bere reguiſite, for the Reader . 


barigeaflios, io declare, That the Chi. 


neſes, from he their Origiue 
to the times off Confucius, have not been 


Idlolators; that they have had neither. 


falſe Gods nor Images; that they baue 
paid Adoration-only to the Creator of the 


Univerſe, whom they have always called 


5 Nam- ti, and to iv hom their third Empe- 


ror nam d Hoam-ti, ereffed à Temple, 


which was probably the firſt that was 
Built to God, The Name of Xam.ti, 
which they attribute to God, ſignifies So- 


5 veraign Maſter, or Emperor. It is ob. 


vable, that there have been 4 great 
many of the Chineſe Emperors that hauè 


very 7 frequent aſſumd the Sirname of 
is which imports Maſter, Emperor, 
or that of Vam, which ft onifies King; 
. that there was one Prince of the Fourth 
' Race, who was called Xi Hoam Ti, The 
| Great, or Auguſt Emperor; But there 


is not F found any. that has dar 4 to . 


Ad ( W „ I 
2 which were Extant, Hina! 
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the Tithe 1 that is to Fe So * - 
gn, and that they have 1 'reſpett. 


mY beft 3 * to > I Nan of + thi 
I. true, her in Chir 35 Secriferd" 
have ever been offer d to diverſe Tutelary 
Angels: But in the times which preceeded 
Confucius, 'twas in Reſpett: of Honour- 
| #g them infinitely leſs ohm Xa . Ti, the 
| Soveraigy Lord of the World. YE 
| The Chineſes ſervd God with Extra- 
ordinary Pomp and Magnificeuce, but at 
the ſame time, with à very modeſt au 
very hamble Behaviour; aud ſaid, That 
all this external Worſhip was in uo wiſe a- 
greeable to the Divinity, if the Soul was 
not inwardly Adoru'd: with Piety yr 
Virtue." They highly Honour their Fa. 
thers aud Mothers, and Perſons advancd 
in Age. The Women were very Virtuous; 
and iu their Habits and all their Faſbions 
great Modeſty was obſervd. The Men 
and Women, Nobles and Peaſants, Kings 
and Subj offs, did greatly eſteem Sobriety, - 
Frogality, Moderation, | | Fuſtice, a 
PIO. ©. 
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we v © Colter ey with Confucius, . 
4 ud who firſt declar d there were ſei 
5 Goat. Confucins: pur a op to 
rent of Superſtition and Tas 
5 gan 0 overflow. But: 1 
| - Fohi's Idol mas Ero | 
that n to ſay; Sixty ifter 

| Chriſt, r Torrent J ſtronglu ober- 
IB om d, that it made an Lee, the 
z | 8 EHects whereof are fill G 
Mr were to be wiſht that there had Ps 
tetime to time been rais d of theſe. Confu- 
5 cCius s.: Things: would not ze in the po- 
. 5 . they are at China- 7 his 
DVDeat Man inſtructed, as well ly his Mas- 
bers and Example, as by hit Precepts : 
1 8 5 P r eceprs are- ſo. J uſt, fo meceiſa, Jy 
3 propos d with ſo much Gravity, and 


83.4 


dt the ſame time with ſo much Meekneſs i 
* . Ingenuity,” that they muſt needs egſihy 
A #pfivicate into our Hearts, and. produce 


great Effects therein. Read only this lit- 
Ute Treatiſe which us ſu ficient. to give 20 
2 very great and picnary: atisfati; jon. 
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3 cus 1866 pA thele Annals, make no 
difficulty to avom, that whiatever is 
. wt e 
_  -cjous: and one — their moſt renown'd 
_  Hifftorians, named 
Confei 
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1 certain Annals wich the Chineſes call 
„ e ent Annals, wherein the thin 


_ tains almoſt | 
mas, reports- thr tr after the Creation 


Eros: I e one of Heaven, the 


7 We _ and CAT — of — _ 


1 ods" to 


Ehipeſes that have 


bing before the Reign 


fabulous and ſuſpi- 


[Efnpcrot, 


"aiſucum, "frankly 
Ithat he is ignorant of what 

he Reign of Xinum, the 
"of -Fob;>5" There are '6nly: 


is 
other wile trad. TH¹H Author" of N - 
Prodjpious Aeg Which e 


83 lid fifty Vo- 


a r — 9 _— n a 


e World, there were three Empe- 
other 
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and ran fo ponds © ĩͤ Wen Mong 29 


1 P ns of his ry oli 
ther for the [ſpace of 
ove: Gary: nine thau 
which, Thirty five Iniper 


ial Families 10 


without prtion. This Author 
Ekewiſs adds, bat he —.— not 


what he ſays, 2 5 
its more certain to — with Fobs, 1 
and herein to follow the moſt famous 1 
and beſt reputed-Hiftorians.- 
Tig not that in Febis Liſe they 5 
babe not inſerted an infinite: Numb 85 
of Fables, which might. cauſẽ u to 1 
queſtion whether this Emperor ever 
was; For beſides that in the Great 
Annals, it is read, that Fohi's Mother 
accidentally ſtepping into a' Place 
where a Giant had paſſed, ſhe was 


71 "I , 
1 + 7 3-70 


ſuddenly. .cncompaſs'd - with a Rain i 


bow, and that twas at this v 
moment, that | ſhe perceivd her ſelf 
with Child of the Founder of the G 
neſe Monarchy, where, it is alſo ela- 


ted that this Founder had the Head of 85 


a Man, and Body of a> Serpent 1 
3 that —— * 


5 ears; after 5 15 
do ſncceſſively Reign for ſeveral Ages 
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they intended do rep 
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that it is not poſſible to imagine it 
only a Funcy; ſo that there is certain. 

ly a5 little reaſon to deny, or even to 


que 
maintain that Saturn Jupiter, ' Hercules, 
and Romulus are only Names, under 
pretence that the Poets and graveſt 


1 whlehttontain: i{o- kay "abies agen 
the mon 4s Febis Birth. Ho 
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yphick, whereby 
reſent this Prince, 
as a Prince of extraordinary Prudence. 
But although we had not ” this Confi 
deration and Proſpect, 'the Genealogy | 
of this King is >: SY -ſo:'cixcums 
ſtantial; and ſo well proſecuted in the 
logical Tables of the Chineſes, 
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us Country; which makes us fuſpect 
that; 855 Was not Born in China, and 
that; hen —— thither ſtom ſome other 
1 155 zuTh &y only. intimate, that he 
e in a. kroxinco called Ken, 
mut neceſſarily ar 
,.lppoling zitat che came tam 
eptaer Part, into ber Fon For - after: 
C5 uſion ql Tongues, and Niſper«-. 
[ he People, : he muſt. come ſrcom 
gotamia, or. from the Territory of 
nt, „to. Land -at Aenf, and altere 
vargs: arrive in the heart of the CMung 
tip a. in ther Erevince of : _ 
where; it is Writ that he kept his 
Court £ rw ; F er PTY 28 
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at 94 Fobi laid the firſt F oun⸗ 


dations of his Empire, yet it it very 
probable. that it Was nat long aſter the 
Deluge: For indeed; if we 9 
follow the Camputations oh che ut 
neſes,. and ce of the 
gint, twas not till about 200 <a 
after, in a time when. Noah was yet 
Hing ; 1p rink we may rea aa pelieyxe 
2000} C 3 1 thar 
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arch; by Sem, *who according 10 5 «| 


Sentiment of the Whole World,” Had 
Aa for his TInfieritanice.” If7t 


Arid! that” 
which more - eonfirtis"us in bur Opto? 
nion, is, that in the'Chine/e Luggda 
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But if we refuſe t6' àdhere to the” 
Computations before: mention d, let 
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us rerrerich, with their leave, tlie fitſt 


| erors, whoſe Hittory: cannot” 
in every thing be true, and let us 5 
gin to compute only from the ſeventh, / 
viz. from the Eriperor Tao, For from 
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ad, nd: of the Oreation of the 
World 5 e 2 : of ;the true God. | 
and Remembrance of the World's : 
Creation. continued A long ſims ;ahiae | 
the Deluge, in the Minds 


Men, and | 
even of thoſe that were .moſt corrup- 
ted, as the Poſterity, of Cham for ex 
ample. Indeed, . beſides that in dle 
Annals, of the. Chineſes,. 4 Diſeourſesis 
there made ene ee the "Creation | 
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3 eſpecially thoſe of 8 r- 
tainly we ſhall throughout Ger 
the excellenteſt IG thi ever! Was 
taught, a Möérality which migh 
faid'to proceed | em the” School. of 
Jeſus A 
Ancient Che: - K 


wy os have Wit, a8 Kon 10g 
rois, but the chief are thöfe 
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Volumes 1s called Xt His. It 18. u 

neceſſary very amply to a 
the Antiquity eh 5, Work; ; 'Tis fil - 
fioient r By that in peruſing” it WW 
find, that the Author wrote à 10 

time before Moſes.” Mt Gift "fb: LT: 

4 ſeen the Hiſtory "of tifee great 15 5 
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hielt was the ffrſt dnl chief of the 
NF analy He, the molt conſiderable of 
all 1 orabk Farnilies ; ; and __ two 


the. coma 3 of Jet us 15 Th fine, 
4 Diſcourfe is there made of the th Fird = 
Family, wherein ischieffy related what 
Was faid or done moſt remarkable" un- 
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+ Princes, and of the twelfth. * 

1 repreſented the Hiſtory of Htam, 
was the chief of this third Fami 


extraordinary Prudence! „ his, 
Volume, not go. multiply Wo 8 


perly a Recital of the Cuſtoms and O 
dinances of almoſt twelve Kings, .i is 
entituled Pi Xim. Tis a Collection 


3 Ching, and. Whatever is publiſhed in 
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the Lucubrations and Inſtructions of 
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the Illuſtrious Chencum, the 3rother of 


this Emperor, who was a Prince high- 


ly eſteem'd, both for hig irtue 0 


only an Hiſtorical Relation, an 
lection of Moral Maxims, of . | 


| ſpoken by Princes, of Sentences utter- 
| N by the Mouths of. Kings Fs parti- 
cular Perſons, and of Hh 8. and 
1 Counſel given to Princes, hae 
much Prudence, Policy, Wiſdom. and 
| Religion i is ſet forth, that they mi t 
be given to all Chriſtian 3 3 


rein ſo 


The ſecond Volume, which is pro- 


of Odes, and ſeveral other little Poems 
of this Nature: For Muſick . being. 
greatly eſteem d, and much uſed. 1 in 
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d Virtue, thoſe” that wrote it compoſed 

Elin Verſe, to the and that ever ht bnd 
f beisg ehabfed fo ſing the things theres = 
in Mee they might” be in cer, 
one's Months! Virtus is there magni 
fied and" etolled to tlie highelt deg Tee; 

and there ate ſo many chags' exits 


impofſible*nort' 70 aufe them, * 'Te 
is very true; that thertiti are contained 
things ver) 7 ridiculous, 2 extravagar * 
Hy yprboles'* In favour of certain Prin- 
ces, and Murmurings and 56 ke u 7 
laſt God and Heaven: But the | 
judicicus Incerprerers' arg of Opiition, 
that all this'is ſuſpicious; that thoſe to 
whom they are atttibuteck are not the 
2 they are not to be cre- 


Sony oa A, 


dited, 18 s being  fince added. Le 


tain nothing Suede . ire re 
or criminal, as appears by theſe words 
of Confucius; The whole Hottrine of ib: 
bree hundred Poems is reduced to thefe . 
; ſen, Wards, 81 u Vu 2 which * 
5 at 
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the Lucubrations and Inſtru Hons. off 
the Illuſtrious Cheucum, the Brother of 
this Emperor, who was a Prince high. 
ly eſteem'd, both for his irtue 5 
extraordinary Prudence. This ho 
Volume, not o multiply Words, 
only an Hiſtorical Relation, = 
leckion of Moral Maxims, of ff pes 
ſpoken by Princes, of Sentences. cer 
ed by the Mouths of Kings, and parti- 


Counſel given to Princes, wherein, ſo 
much Prudence, Policy, Wiſdom. and 

Religion is ſet forth, that they might 
be given to all Chriſtian Princes. ..:..._ 
The ſecond Volume, which is pro- 
; perly a Recital of the Cuſtoms and Or- 
dinances of almoſt twelve Kings, is 
entituled P. Aim. Tis a Collection 
of Odes, and ſeveral other little Poems 
of this Nature: For Mufick . being 
greatly eſteem'd, and much uſed, in 
Ching, and whatever is publiſhed in 
wk h 0 . 18 


_ 


_ a & —=_—_ Y 7 th. * 


= 


* 5 
VGV ret; Re oo HOES 7 00% FG En * 
n . —— 112 BS? ky, 2 fog * 7 
7 ag N 
4 
1 


Dag bbb! 
ba e ne e, 


Virtue, 
iv int Werſe, to the end har every ond 
af g ehabed to ſing the things thers- 
Ol in ee they might be in every 
h. one's Month Vittae is there magni- 
1d ned ang exited to the belt degree, 
le Hand On many tags expreff 
after a 
tis impbfſible not 70 athfre chem. fe 
es is very true, that therdit are containeck 
things“ wer V ridieulons, extravagant 
Hy perboles in favont of certain Prin- | 
es ces, aid Murmurings and Rep eu - 
SAT God and Heaven; But the moft 
ſudicivus Interpreters are of Opiition, 
that all this is ſuſpicious; that thoſe to 
whom they are atttib teck are not the 
Authors; that they are not to be cre- 
dited, as being fince added. Indeed 
the other Ancient C Odes,- they ſay con- 
tain nothing tidicufous, extravagant, 
or criminal, as appears by theſe words 
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three hundred Poems is reduced to thife 
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af f 00 wiſe, thiy. 


of Confucius ;' The whole 'DoRrine of the 5 | 


few > Wards, Su Vu Sie, which import, © y 


-* | Tate Volume, which is the Aneient- 


over employ d 9985 the Ad Iva ee 


7 That we ng "at 7-40: think any] ing that 
S wicked or imure. yaoi? 


The third: Volume is called Te Aim, 


eſt, if it may be called a Volume, no: 
thing, but Obſcurity and - Darknels, is; 
obſeryd. Fahihad no ſooner founded: 
his Empire, than he gayf Iaſiructionę 
= to the Chineſe; but the uſe of Chara. 
cters and Writing being un goun: 
this Prince, who could not teac t 
all with his Voice, and ee 


his growing Monarc! drugs 1 
5 ſerious 


> 3 & 


> 
8 8 7 * 
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could bio 3 thereof. Two thow. 

ſand Years from the Foundation of the 
Monarchy: was near elaps d no one 
being able any way to decypher: this 


pus was {een to appear? Twas a Prince 
named Venuam. This Prince endea-. 
voured to penetrate the Senſe of theſe 
Lines by à great number of others, 
which he diſpoſed aſter different ways; 
they were new nigma s. His Son, 
viz. Cheucum, attempted the ſame © 
thing; but had not the good fortune 
better to ſucceed, In brief, five hun: 
dred Years after appeared Confucius, 
- who endeavoured to untie this Gor- 
dian Knot, + He explain d, according 


n 
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of the Founder, with the Interpreta- 
tions that had been made before him, 
and refers all to the Nature of Beings 
and Elements; to the Manners and 
Diſcipline of Men. It is true, that 
Confucius: being arrty d at a more ad- 
vanced Age, acknowledged his Mi- 
ſtake, and deſigned to make ne- Com- 
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mentaries on dns Anigmatical 1 1 
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Myſterious Table, when at laſt an Oedi. © 


to his Underſtanding, the little Lines : 
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tothis fourth Volume the Title of 


of 0 the” jarring us e 
liek given the Title of C hun Cicu; words 
which ſigniſie the Spring and Autunin. 
He compoſed it in his Gld Age. He 
diſcourſes like an Hiſtorian of the Ex- 
peditions of divers Printes; of their 
Virtues and Vices; of the Fatigues 
they underwent, with the Recompen 


ess they received. Confucius deſigned 


Spring and Aarumn, which is an Em- 
blematical Title, becauſe that States 
flouriſh when their Princes are en- 
dowed with Virtue and Wiſdom; 
which is repreſented by the Spring; 
and that on the contrary 7 chew fall like 
the Leaves, and are utterly: deſtroyed, 
when their Princes are diſpirited, or 
are wicked, which is renee by 
the Aube. At] 
The Fifth Volume: entituled 12 V5 
or Memoires of Rites and Duties, is 
compoſed of two Books, the Matter 
of which is extracted by Confucius out 
of ſeveral other Books, — of various 
TW I 5 .Monu- 


Thiree handret 
of the Work being Burnt, 
the'i Command of a eruel Empere 


impoſſible to be repair d any 
way, 
ged 
fer 


to be 


r Tri 


Perſons that might have pre. 


Rr 
my 


queſtion'd that the Work is at 


the Tixerproters themſelves acknow- 
ledge; There are indeed ſeveral things 
herein 'wanting; and a great many 
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whole Volume, ſuch as it now is, 


as Propha ne, of all ſorts of Duties, 


Lam, 
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years after; all the Co- 


preſent exceedingly defective, even as 


he Treats: of the Rites as well Sacred 


which Relgn d in Confucius s time. 

Theſe Duties are thoſe of Parents to 

their Children; thoſe of Children to 

their Parents; the Duties of Husband 

1770 Wiſe; thoſe of Friends, thoſe 
| . Wi 


called | Xihoamti, and this Loſs being =, 
other 
than by conſulting ah! moſt 


Ideas thereof, it is not 


others added, which never were in - 
Confucius's Copies. However, in this 


ſuch as were practie'd in the time of 
the three Families of the Princes Hia, 
1d Cheu, bur? eſpecially of that 
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which "relpe(t Hotoialiry, and thoſe 
which are neceſſary . to be performid 
at home, or abroad, Or at Feaſts: He 
there ee eee likewiſe of the, Veſſels 
olf the Ry of the Victims that 
were te be offes di up to Heaven, of 
the. Temples o be choſen for that 
EY of the reſpect we ought: to have 
for, the Dead, and of their Qbſequies; 
or Funeral: Rites, In a word, he 
therein Treats; of the * al: Arts, 
eſpecially of Muſick, of chardibeary 
Art, of the way of laneing. a Javelin, 
and guiding a. Chariot. Behold - pe 
brief What the "five. Volumes con- 
tain. | 
TT he a 1 the 8 fiſt of 
| which are Confucius's Books, whereof 
we deſign. to ſpeak, do comprehend: 
the whole Philoſophy of the Chaneſes, 
at leaſt, Whatever this Philoſophy 
has moſt: curious and conſiderable. 
They explain and more clearly illu- 
ſtrate what is writ in the nfwe Vo⸗ 
| lumes: and although the Authority; 
of the five.: Volumes be igtinitely 


greater * reaſon. of. aber Anfiquitys 
„ . 
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than that of the four Volumes, yet 
the four Volumes exceed it, for the 
Advantage that may be receiv'd there- 
from. Indeed, beſides that the Chi- 
neſes do thence derive their Principal 
Oracles, and what they believe to be 
eternal Verities; The Literati, which 
are Philoſophers that follow Confuciuss 
Doctrine, 188 which have in their 
own hands all the Employments of 
the Nation, cannot arrive at the de- 
gree of a Philoſopher, and conſequently 
to be Mandorims or Magiſtrates, with- 
out a great Knowledge of theſe ſour 
Books. They are, in truth, under an 
Obligation, to know. one. of the five 
Volumes, which they pleaſe to chuſe, 
according to their Fancy and Inclina- 
tion : But as for the four Books, they 
are indiſpenſably oblig'd to know 
them all four by heart, and throughly 
to underſtand them; The Principal 
Reaſons of which are as follows: The 
firſt is, That Confucius and Memcius, 
who writ the fourth Book, have Col- 
lected what is beſt and moſt exquiſite 
in the Works of the Ancients. The 
„„ ſecond 
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ſecond is, Thar they have added ORE 


ral good things to the Diſcoveries and 
Thoughts of their Anceſiors, The 
third, That Confucius aud Memcius 


ropoſo their Doctrine after a clearer 


and * Method than was formerly 
done. In fine, tis becauſe that Confu- 


cius and Memcius have, in the four 
Books, avoided the dull and harſh 
ſtile of the Ancients, and that by a 


ſmooth ſtile, although without Pride 
and Arrogancy, they have added Or- 


naments to the naked Simplicity of the 
Golden Age. 

We have W to ſay concerning 
the Fourth I becauſe that this 
Work of Memcius has not as yet ap- 
pear d in Europe: but before we pro- 


Ceed to ſpeak of Confucius, it is ne- 

CeGſſary to publiſh the Merit of this 

Philoſopher, together with the moſt 
remarkable Paſſages of his Life. 


Confucius was Born 551 Years before | 


| the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. He was 


of a moſt Noble Extraction; for, not 


to mention his Mother, who was of 


an Uluſirious: Birth, his Father, who 
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be | hed 
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4 « Chineſe . Pbiofiher. 


wu: fark advanc'd to the firſt ty 
chiefeſt Offices of the Empire, Was 
deſcended from the laſt Emperor of 
the ſecond Family. | 
Diſpoſitions to Virtue appearing 
ſometimes in the tendereſt Vears, 
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nothing of a Child All his ways were 
Manly. | 
At the Age af F ifteen Years, he aps 

ply'd himſelf to the Reading of ihe 
Ancients, and having ſelected thoſe 
which were moſt eſteemed, and which 
himſelf judg'd the beſt, he thence ex- 
tracted the moſt excellent Inſtructions, 
with a deſign firſt to profit himſelf, 
thereby to make them "a Rules of 
his own Conduct, and afterwards to 

propoſe them to others. At Twenty 
Years old he Married, and had a Son 
named Peyu, who died at Fifty. He 
was the only Child he had, 5 his 
Race extinguiſſi d not; he had a Grand- 
ſon called, Cxſu, thar was an Honour 
to his Anceſtors. Cuſu apply'd him- 
ſelf to Philoſophy, he made Commen- 

taries on his S Books, was 
D2ͤ advanced 
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zo The Jſorals of Confucius, 
advanc'd to the higheſt Dignities, and 
his Houſe is ſo well ſupported; and 
his Poſterity have always been ſo con- 
ſiderable both for their Promotions 
and Opulency, that this Family is at 
preſent one of the moſt Illuſtrious in 
China. J 
Confucius exercisd the Magiſtracy 
at divers places with very good Suc- 
eeſs, and with a great Reputation; 
His greateſt Aim being the Publick 
Good, aud the Propagation of his 
Doctrine, he ambitiouſly ſought not 
after Vain-glory in theſe ſorts of Em- 
ploys. Inſomuch, that when he ac- 
compliſh'd not his end, when he ſaw 
himſelf fruſtrated in the hopes he had 
of being enabled more eaſily to diffuſe 
his Lights, from an high Place, he de- 
ſcended and renounc'd the Office of a 
— ( ( 
This Philoſopher had Three thou- 
ſand Diſeiples, among which, there 
were Five hundred that manag'd the 
moſt Eniment Charges in ſeveral 
Kingdoms, and Seventy two whoſe 
Virtue and Knowledge was ſo extra- 
*— 0 ordinary, 
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ordinary, that the Annals have 550 


ſervd their Names, Sirnames, an 
the Names of their Country to Poſte- 
rity. He divided his Doctrine into 
four Parts; ſo that Confuciuss School 
was compos d of four Orders of Diſci- 
ples. Thoſe of the firſt Order applied 


themſelves to cultivate Virtue, and 


thereby to impreſs ſtrong Diſpoſitions 
in their Heart and Mind, Thoſe of 


the ſecond Order addicted themſelves 
to the Art of Ratiocination and Rhe- 


torick. The third ſtudied Politicks,. | 


And the Bufineſs and Employment of 


the fourth Order, was to write in a 


ſmooth and neat ſtyle, what concern d 
Morality. Amongſt theſe Seventy 
two Diſciples, there were Ten that 
ſignalized themſelves, and whoſe 


Names annd Writings are in Sreat 
Veneration. a 


Confucius, throughout his dec 


had no other intent than to diſſipate 


the Miſts of the Mind, to extirpate 


Vice, and re-eſtabliſh that Integrity 


which he affirm'd to haye been a 
Preſent from Heaven. And the more 
8 3 "Om 
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_ eaſily, to attain this end, he en 


all thoſe that heard his Inſtructions, : 
to obey Heaven, to fear and ſerve it, 
ro love his Neighbour as himſelf, to 
conquer and ſubmit his Paſſions unto 
Reaſon, to do nothing, ſay nothing, 
nor think nothing contrary to it. And 


What was more remarkable, he re- 


nended nothing to others, either 

in Writing or by word of Mouth, 
which he did not firſt practiſe him- 
ſelf. His Diſtiples alſo had for him 
a Veneration ſo extraordinary, that 
ne ſometimes made no ſcruple to 
pay him thoſe Honours, which were 
us d to be render'd to thoſe only that 
ſat upon the Throne: An Example 
of which we will give you. "Twas. 
an Ancient Cuſtom among the Chi. 
neſes, to place Sick Perſons Beds on the 
North - ſide: but becauſe that this 
ſituation was the. ſituation of the. 
King's Beds; when a King viſited a 
Sick Perſon, "the Bed was removed to. 
the South-fi de, and 'twas a Crime 
not to do it. Confucius had ſome. 
Diſciples, Ove | in their Sickneſſes, 
render d 
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renderd him ſuch an Homage. = 
muſt not here forget one very remark- 
able Thing which the Chineſes relate. 
They report that Confucius was us d 


continually to ſay, That the Holy Maw 


was inthe Weſt. Whatever his Thoughts 
were, it is certain that Sixty and five 
Years after Chriſt's Birth, the Empe- 
ror Mimti , excited by the Philoſo- 


phers words, and much more, as it 


is ſaid, by the Image of the Holy 
Hero that appeared to him in a Dream, 
ſent two Ambaſſadors into the Weſt, 
there to find out the Saint and Holy 
Law. But theſe Ambaſſadors Landing 
at a certain Iſland not far from the 
Red-Sea, and not daring to venture 
farther, they adviſed about taking a 
certain 0 they found there, whick 
was the Statue of a Philoſopher cal-⸗ 
led Foe Khao, that had appear 

the Indies, about Five hundred 
before Confucius,and brought into China 
\ Foh?s Idol with the Doctrine which 
he had Tavght. Happy had been 
their Embaſſy, if inſtead of this Do- 
* they had returned into their 


DH own. 
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own Country with the ſaving Do- 
ctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, which St. Tho- 
mas then Preachd in the Ingies ; but 
this Divine Light had not as yet 
reach d thither. From this unhappy 
time, the Generality of the Chineſes 
have follow'd after Idols; and Su- 
perſtition and Idolatry daily making 
new Progreſs, they by little and lit- 
tle forſook the Doctrine of their Ma- 
ſter, have neglected the excellent In- 
ſtructions of the Ancients, and in fine, 
being grown Contemners of all ſorts 
of Religion, they are faln headlong 
into Atheiſm. They could not indeed 
do otherwiſe, in ſollowing the Exe- 
crable Doctrine of that Impoſtor Fohi, 
who taught, That the Principle and 
End of all. things was Nothing. 

To return to Confucius, whoſe Do- 
ctrine was ſo repugnant to that of 
Fohi- and his Followers; This Illuſtri- 
Qus Philoſopher, who was ſo neceſſary 
and helpful to his Country, died in 
the 73 Year of his Age; a little before 
the Sickneſs which {natch'd him from 
the Chineſes, he with great m— 

C 


8 


of Spirit, lamented the Diſorders of 
his Time; and expreſs d his Thoughts 
and Grief, by a Verſe which may be 
thus tranſlated, O great Mountain | he 
meant his Doctrine, O great Mountain, 
what art thou become Thu Important 
Machine is ſubverted ! Alas ! There are 
no more Wiſemen, no more Saints | This 
Reflection ſo grievouſly afflicted him, 
that he preſently languiſh'd;; and 
ſeven days before his Death, turning 


towards his Diſciples, after having 


teſtified his regret and trouble to ſee. 
that Kings, whoſe good - Conduct was 
ſo neceſſary, and of ſuch great Impor- 
tance, would not obſerve his Maxims 
and Inſtructions, he dolorouſly ſub- 
joyns, ſeeing that things go thus, uo. 
thing more remains than to die. He 
bad no ſooner utter d theſe words, but 
he fell into a Lethargy, which ended 
with his Death. 

Confucius was. Buried in his own 
Country, in the Kingdom'of Lu, whi- 
ther he was retir'd with his deareſt 
Diſciples. For his Sepulchre they 
choſe a . near the City of Kiofed, 

on 
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26 The Morals of Confucius, 
on the Bank of the River Su, in that 
very Academy where he us'd to teach, 
and which is at preſent ſeen environ 0 
with Walls, like a conſiderable City. 

It is not poſſible to expreſs the Affli- 
ction which the Death of this Philo- 
ſopher caus d to his Diſciples. They 
bitterly bewail'd him; they put on 
Mourning Weeds, and were under 
ſuch great anguiſh, that they negle- 
Red the care of their Nouriſhment 
and their Life. Never was a goo 
Father more. regretted by dutiful and 
well. bred Children, than Confucius 
Was by his diſciples. They were all 
in Mourning and Tears a whole Year, 
ſome three Years : and there was one, 
who being more truly ſenſible than 
the reſt of the Loſs they had under- 
went, ſtirred not, for fix Years, from 
the place where his Maſter had bent 
Buried. 
In all the Cities Xe W are fd 

Magnificent Colleges, which were built 
in honour of Confucius, with theſe and 
other ſuch like Inſcriptions, written in 
a of Gold. A o the Fac Mas 
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a er. To the Uluſtriont King 'of the 
h, Learned. To the Saint. Or, which 
sis the ſame thing amongſt the Chineſes. 
To him that was entow'd with an ex- 
travrdinary Wiſdom. And although it 
be TWO thouſand Years ſince this Phi- 
ape ooh deceaſe, they have fo great 
2 Veneration for his Memory, that 
the Magiſtrates never paſs by theſe 
Colleges, without ſtopping their ſtate- 
ly Palankins, wherein they are carried 
for diſtinction fake. They alight, and 
after ſome few Moments Proſtration, 
do march a little way on foot. There 
are even Emperors and Kings who dif- 
2M dain not ſometimes to viſit theſe Edi- 
2 fices where the Titles of this Philoſo- 
1% pher are Engrav'd, and to perform it 
"MI after a glorious manner. Behold, the 
i exceeding remarkable words of the 
Emperor Tumlo, who was the third 

Emperor of the preceeding Family 
i called Mim. He Pronounced them one 
day, when he was diſpos d to go to 
| 


one of theſe Colleges. already men- 
tion'd ; I adore the Maſter of Kings and 
Emperors, Emperors and Kings are Lords 
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and Maſters of of their People ; but Con- 
fucius has LA 4 the true Methods of 
' governing, theſe very People, and of in. 
ſtructing the Ages to come. It is there- 
fore convenient that I go to the great 
College, and there offer Some Preſents 
to this great Maſter who is no more, to 
the end that I may ſhew (how much 1 
| honour the Learned, and bow greatly I 
eſteem their Doctrine. Theſe extraor- 
dinary marks of Veneration do inti- 
mate that the Virtue and Merit of this 
Philoſopher have been extraordinary. 
And certainly this excellent Man was 
alſo endow'd' with admirable Qualifi- 
cations. He had an Aſpect both grave 
and modeſt; he was faithful, juſt, 
chearſu), civil, caurtequs, affable; 
and a certain ſerenity, which appear'd 
in his Coyntenance, gain'd him -the 
hearts and reſpect of all thoſe that 
beheld him. He ſpake little, and me- 
ditated much. He eagerly purſued his 
Studies, without tiring his Spirit. He 
contemn'd Riches and Honours when 
they were Obſtacles to his Deſigns. 
His "whole Delight was in teaching and 
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a Chineſe Philoſopher, 29 
naking his Doctrine ſavoury to many. 
He was ſeverer to himſelf than others. 
He had a continual Circumſpection 
ever himſelf, and was a rigid Cenſurer 
of his own Conduct. He blam d him- 
ſell ſor not being aſſiduous enough in 
Inſtructing; for not-ſhewing vigilance 
enough in correcting his own Faults, 
and for not excerciſing himſelf, as he 
ought, in in the practice of Virtue. In 
fine, he had one Virtue rarely found 
in great Men, v/z: Humility : for he 
not only ſpake with an extreme Mo- 
deſty of himſelf, and what concern'd 
him, but he with a ſingular ſincerity 
declard to the whole World, that he 
ceaſed not to learn, and that the Do- 
ctrine he taught was not his own, but 
the Doctrine of the Ancients. But 
his Books are his true Pourtraicture, 
which in this place we proceed to ex- 
poſe to view. e 
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ubliſned by one of his moſt 
famous Diſciples named Cem- 
cu; and this Learned Diſciple writ ve- 
ry. excellent Commentaries thereon. 


This Book is, as it were, the Gate 


through which it is neceſſary to paſs 
to arrive at, the ſublimeſt wildem, 
and moſt perfect Virtue. The Philo- 
ſopher here treats of three conſidera- 
ble DE n 
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tivate our Minds, and regulate our 
Manners. | $6608 | 


to have to tend to the Sovereign Good, 
to adhere thereunto, and, as I may ſo 


ces and Magiſtrates that might be cal. 
led to the Regality, this Book is enti- 
tuled, Ta. Hio, or, The Great Science. 
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1. Of what we ought to do to cul- 
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2. Of the Method by which it is 
neceſſary to inſtruct and guide others. 
3. Of the Care that every one ought 


ſay, to repole himſelf therein. 
Becauſe the Author chiefly defign'd 
to addreſs his Inſtructions to the Prin- 


The great Secrer, ſays Confucius, 


to acquire true Knowledge, the Know- Ne 


ledge, conſequently, worthy of Prin- 
ces, and the moſt Illuſtrious Perſona: MF 


ges, is to cultivare and poliſh the Rea · Nc 
ſon, which is a Preſent that We have It 


received from Heaven. Our Concu- Wi: 
piſcence has diſordered it, and inter- Wb 


mixt ſeveral Impurities therewith. WR 
Take away therefore, and remove Ma: 
from it theſe Impurities, to the Mt! 
end that it may reaſſume its former 
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3 Lis: and enjoy its utmoſt md 
ur on. This, here is the Sovereign Good. 
This is not ſufficient. Tis moreover 
ls requiſite, that a Prince by his Exhor- 
8. Itations, and by his own Example, 
make of his\ People, as it were, a new 


People. In fine, after being, by great 
, Pains, arrived at this Sovereign Per- 
ol fetion, at this chief Good, you mult 


not relax; ; *tis here that Perſeverance 
is abſolutely neceſſary. Whereas Men 
generally purſue not the Methods that 
lead to the Poſſeſſion of the Sovereign 
Good , and to a conſtant and eternal 
Poſſeſſion, Confucius has thought it 
highly important to give ſome Inſtru- 
ctions therein. 
- He ſays, That after we know the 
End to which we muſt attain, it is ne- 
Nceſſary to determine, and inceſſantly 
Ito make towards this End, by walking 
Jin the Ways which lead therenuto; 
by daily confirming in his Mind the 
Reſolution fixt on for the attaining it, 
and by eſtabliſhing it ſo well, that no- 
e e in the leaſt ſhake it. OH. 
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34 The Morals of Confucius, 


When you ſhall have thus fixt your IF 
Mind in this great Deſign, give up Wit 
your ſelf, adds he, to Meditation: Rea- IC 
ſon upon all things within your ſelf : Wir 


Endeavour to have {ome clear Idea's Wt! 


thereof; Conſider diſtinctly what pre- ſe 
ſenteth it (elf to you; Pals, without We 
prejudice, folid Judgments! thereon : 
Examine every thing, and weigh every 
thing with Care. After Examination ; 
and Reaſonings of this nature , you 
may eaſily arrive at the End where you 
muſt fix, at the End where you ought 
reſolutely to ſtand, viz. at a perfect 
Conſormity of all your Actions, with 
what Reaſon ſuggeſts. 5 
4s to the Means which a Prince 
ought to uſe, to purifie and poliſh his 
Reaſon, to the end that it being thus 
. diſpoſed, he may govern his States, 
and redreſs and beautifie the Reaſon of 
his People, the Philoſopher propoſes 
after what manner the Ancient Kings 
governed themſelves. e 
That they might at laſt govern their 
Empire wiſely, they endeavoured, ſaith 
he, prudently to ſway a particular 
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24 Chineſe Philoſopher. 35 
Kingdom, and to excite its Members to 
improve their Reaſon, and to act like 
Creatures endow d with Underſtand- 
ing. To produce this Reformation in 
this particular Kingdom, they labour 
ed to regulate their Family, to the 
end that it might ſerve as a Model to 
all the Subjects of this Kingdom. To 
reform their Family, they took an 
extraordinary care to Poliſh: their 
own Perſon, and ſo well to compoſe 
heir Words and Actions, that they 
might neither ſay, nor do any thing 
that might ever ſo little offend Com- 
plaiſence, and which was not edi- 
ying ; to the end that they themſelves 

ight be a Pattern and Example con- 


| Itinually expoſed to the Eyes of their 


Domeſticks , and all their Courtiers. 
o obtain this exteriour Perſection, 
they ſtrove to rectify their Mind, by 
governing and ſubduing their Paſſions ; 
becauſe that the Paſſions do, for the 
moſt part, remove the Mind from its 
natural Rectitude, do abaſe and incline 
t to all ſorts of Vice. To rectify their 
Mind, to rule and ſubdue their Paſſions, 
Ba they 


forals of | Confucius, h 
they ſo «Red; that their Will was al- 
ways bent to Good, and never turn'd | 
towards Evil. In fine, thus to diſpoſe | 
their Will, they ſtudied te illuminate 
their Underſtanding , „and ſo well to 
enlighten it, that, if it was poiſible, 
they might Ignore nothing For to 
Will, Deſire, Love and Hate, it is 
neceſſary to Know ; - this is the PHE, 
ſophy of Right Reaſon, | 

This is what Confucius propos d to 
the Princes, to inſtruct them how to 
rectifſy and poliſh firſt their own Rea. 
ſon, and afterwards the Reaſon and 
Perſons of all their Subjects. But to 
make the greater Impreſſion, after 
having gradually deſcended from the 
wiſe Conduct of the whole Empire, 
to the Perfection of the Underſtanding, 
he reaſcends, by the ſame Degrees, 
from the illuminated Underſtanding 
to the happy State of the whole Em- 
pire. If, ſaith he, the Underſtanding 
of a Prince is well enlighten d, his 
Will will incline only to Good: His 
Will inclining only to Good, his Soul 
will be entirely rectified , there will 
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* be any Paſſion that can make him 


deſtroy his Reftitude: The Soul being 


thus reQified, he will be compoſed in 
his exterior , nothing will be err d = 
in his Perſoq that can offend Complai- 

ſance. His Perſon being thus per- 
ſected, his Family, forming it ſelf ac- 


cording to this Model, will be reformd 


and amended. His Family being arrivd 
at this Perſection, twill ſerve as an 


Example to all the Subjects of the 


particular Kingdom, and the Members 


of the particular Kingdom to all thoſe 


that compoſe the Body of the Empire, 
Thus the whole Empire will be well 
govern d; Order and Juſtice will 
Reign there; we ſhall there enjoy a 
protound Peace,'twill be an happy and 
flouriſhing Empire. Confucius after- 
wards certifies, that theſe Admonitions 


do not leſs regard the Subjects than the 


Princes; and after having addreſs d 


| himſelf to Kings, he tells them, that 


they ought particularly to apply them- 
ſelves rightly to govern their Family, 
to take care thereof, and reform - 


Fr; he adds, 2 1 igel ble that he that 


E 3 knows 


38 The Morals of C nfucius; 
rows mot how to govern and reform il 
own Family, can righth, Levers and e. 
form a People. 

Behold what is moſt imporrant 1 in 
Confuctus s Doctrine contained in the 
Firſt Book, and which is the Text, as 
I may ſay, whereon his Commentator 

Cemęu has taken Pains. 

This Famous Diſciple, to explain 
and enlarge his Maſter's Inſtructions, 

alleges Authorities and Examples, 
which he draws from Three very an- 
cient Books, highly eſteemed by the 
n 

The Firſt Book he mentions, which 
is of a later date than the reſt, is enti- 
tuled Camcabo, and makes up a Part of 
the Chronicles of the Empire of Che. 
This Book was compoſed' by a Prince 
called Vuvam, the Son of King Venvam. 
Vuvam does therein highly extol his 
Father ; but his Principal Deſign, in 
magnifying the Virtues, and admirable 
Qualities of this Prince, is to form 
according to this Model one of his 
Brethren, whom he would perfect in 


Virtue And it is obſervable, that he 
ordi · 


ordinarily tells him, that their Father 
had the Art of being Virtuous ; Ven- 
pam, ſaid he to him, had the Art of 
Poliſhing his Reaſon and his Perſon. © 

The Second Book, from whence 
Cemgu cites his Authorities and Exam 
ples, is called Tar-Hia. This Book, 


which is a great deal ancienter than 


the Firſt, was writ by a Famous Emperor 
Xam, named 7-7in; tis therein read, 
that this 7-77 , ſeeing Tar-Aia the 
Grandſon of the Emperor Chim-Tam 
degenerate from the Virtue of his II- 
luſtrious Anceſtors , and carry himſelf 
after ag manner wholly different from 


theirs; he commanded him to live 


Three Years in a Garden, where was 


his Grandfather's Tomb; that this 


made ſo great an Impreſſion upon his 


Spirit, that he chang'd his courſe: And 


that the ſame 7-75» who had done him 


ſo kind an Office, having afterwards 


advanc'd him to the Empire, 7ar- Xa 


_ govern'd it a long time in great Pro- 
ſperity. Fing Tam, ſaid I-Iin to Tar- 
Kia, King Tam always had his: Mind 

diſpoſed to cultivate that preci 


ou Hes. 


— Ä 


TI = 
—— e ⏑« =], ., ME ]7˖—% —— os io et 
— — 232 ern 2 o 2 2 - 


— 2 


A 

4 

} : 
+5y 
4 
0 
"74 

4 * 

4 
4 


ven. 


- — — 1 rec — 


40 The "_ of ate 
Jon which has been given us from Hee: 


In Fine, the Third Book,. which is 


much anciĩenter than the Two former, 
is called Ii. Tien; and upon the occaſion 
of King Tao, it is there read, That this 


Prince could cultivate this 1 Virtue, 
this great and ſublime Gift which he had 
received from Heaven , viz. Naturgl 


Reaſon. 


It is evident, that Confucius's Di- 
ſeiple, by theſe Authorities, deſign'd to 
ſhew,or rather ſuppoſes that the whole 


World believes that we have all recei- 
ved from Heaven, thoſe Lightawhich 
moſt Men ſuffer to extinguiſh by their 

Negligence, a Reaſon which moſt Men 
voluntarily] 

And ſeeing that there were Princes 


ight, and ſuffer to corrupt: 


which have perfected theſe Lights, 
which have bettered and improved 


their Reaſon, we ought to imitate them, 


and that we , as well as they by their 
Endeavours, may attain to ſuch a 
Perfection. I LL 

We muſt not here forget a re- 


warkable thing which Cemgu relates, 


F touchy 
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2 @ Chineſe Philbſopeer. 4t 

touching a Baſon wherein King Taw 
us d to bathe and waſh himſelf;He ſays, 
that theſe excellent Words were there 
engrav d; Waſp thy ſelf, renew. thy ſelf 
continually, renew | thy ſelf every Day; 
Renew thy ſelf from Day to Day : And 
thar it was to intimate to the King, that 
if a Prince which governs others has 
contracted Vices and Impurities , he 
ought to labour to cleanſe himſelf 
there-from, and to reduce his Heart in- 
to its firſt ſtate of Purity. As for the 
reſt, it has been an ancient Cuſtom 
among the Chineſes, to grave or paint 
on their Domeſtick Veſſels ſome Moral 
Sentences, and ſtrong Exhortations to 
Virtue So that when they Bath'd 
| themſelves; or took their Repaſts there, 
they had theſe Sentences' and Exhor- 
cations continually before their Eyes. 
This ancient Cuſtom is ſtill preſ- erv'd. 
There is only this difference, ſays he 
| that Publiſhes Confucius's Works; that 
whereas heretofore the Characters 
were grav'd or painted on the inſide 
of the Veſſel, in the middle of the inte- 


| rior e'F ace, at preſent the Chineſes do 
moſt | 


42 The Morals of Confucius, 
moſt frequently grave or paint them 
on the outſide, ſatisfying themſelves in 
this Age, with the outward appearance of 
 Pirtue.. 
After Cemgu bes 3 of the Two 
Firſt Parts of his Maſter's Doctrine, the 
one of which reſpects what a Prinee 
ſhould do for his own Perfection, and 
the other what he is obliged to do for 
the Perfection and proſperity of others; 
he proceeds to the Third and Laſt Part, 
wherein he diſcourſes of the Laſt End 
that every one ought to propoſe as the 
Sovereign Good, and whereat he ought 
to fix. We muſt remember, that by 
the Laſt End and Sovereign Good, Con. 
Jucius underſtands, as we have already 
obſerved, an entire Conformity of our 
Actions with Right Reaſon. 
After this, he alleges the Example 
of that Venvam already ſpoken of : And 
certainly this Prince's Conduct was fo 
wiſe and regular, that we cannot with- 
_out Admiration — how, by the 
ſole Lights of Nature, he could have 
ſuch Idea's as he had, and could arrive 


at ſo ſublime a Virtue, as that where- 
unto 
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4 Chineſe Philoſopeer. 
unto he attain d. Tt will not be bad 
pleaſing, to ſee ſomething of it here. 
Venvam, faith the Gommentster, 
acknowledged , „ that the Love which | 
Princes bear to their Subjects, cannot 
but greatly contribute rightly to Go- 


vern,and 'make them happy : And vpon 
this Conſideration, he made this Love 


his Principal Buſineſs, which he incef. 


— 


ſantly endeavour d ro ferlec. Behold 


the Method he took ! Becauſe that the 
Principal Virtue of a' Subject is to 
honour and reſpedt his King, Venvam 
being as yet a Subject, fixed himſelf to 
render this Honour and Reſpect; and 


took fo great a Pleaſure in theſe ſorts 
of Obligations, that he always fulfilld 


them with great Fidelity. As the firſt, 
and moſt important Virtue of Children 
to their Parents, is Obedience, Yex- 
vam, in the Relation of a Son, adher d 
to this Obedience; and inceſſantly 
acquitted -himſelf of this Duty with 
an extraordinary Piety. The Principal 
Virtue of a Father, adds Confucius's 
Diſciple, is a render Love for his Chil- 


dren : Tum Venvam, like à Father, 
ſtuck 


1 n d : 
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44 The Morals of | Confucius, 
ſtuck cloſe to this Love; whereof he 
continually gave very Signal Proofs; 
not by a weak and criminal Indul- 
gence, but by the continual Cares he 
took to reform and inſtruct them. In 
fine, Fidelity is a Virtue abſolutely 
neceſſary to thoſe that live in a Socie- 
ty: Thus Venvam, in ſpeaking and 
acting with the Subjects of this King- 
dom, kept cloſe to this Duty, and ſo 
ſtrongly adher d to it „that he never 
promis d any thing, which he effected 
not with an unſpeakable Promptitude 
and Exactneſs. _ 3 
This Prince, ſays Cemęu, was Born 
of very Virtuous Parents, who had 
taken great Care of his Education, 
eſpecially his Mother Taicin, who had 
been a Pattern of Virtue; but he him: 
ſelf had ſo well improved his Educa. 
tion, that he render d himſelf an ac: 
compliſh d himſelf, and acquitted him- 
ſelf with fo much Reputation, and ſuch 
- general Eſtecm, even amongſt Fo- 
reign Nations, that Forty- — King- 
doms voluntarily ſubmitted to his Em, 
Piet : evprrncjets, adds he, this 15 
; 92 


4 Chineſe Philoſopher. 47 
Honour wherewith he was environ'd, 
was never capable of Eclipſing him - 
He was endow d with an inexpreſſible 
and unparalle'd Modeſty and Humi- 
lity : He very ſeverely accus'd himſelf 
of not being Virtuous enough ; for one 
Day when he was Sick, the Farth be- 
ing ſhook with Prodigious Earth- 
quakes, he ſought the Cauſe of this Ca- 
lamity, and of the Wrath of Heaven, 
only in his own Sins, although he was 
of a Conſummate Virtue. | 

That which moſt appear d in 2 
vam's Actions, was an extraordinary 
Charity; a Proof whereof we will 
here allege. In the Annals of China 
it is Recorded, that this Prince having 
found in the Field the Bones of a Man, 
to whom the Honours of Burying were 
retus'd, he immediately commanded 
them to be Interr'd ; and fome of the 


by. ſtanders ſaying, That the Maſter of = 


the Deceaſed was unknown, and that 

for this Reaſon he might not concern 

himſelf, it being founded perhaps on 
ſome Cuſtom of the Country. What, 
replies the King, He that holds the Reins 


7 


46 The Morals of Confucius, 
of the Empire, Is not he the Maſter o 
it 2 He that Reigns, is not he the Maſter 
of the Kingdom? J am therefore the 
Lord and Maſter of the Dead, wherefore 
then ſhould I refuſe them theſe laſt Offices 
of Piety > But this is not all; he had 
no ſooner utter'd theſe Words , but 
unſtripping himſelf of his Royal Veſt- 
ment, he commanded it to be us d i in⸗ 
ſtead of a Winding- Sheet, to wrap up 
theſe Bones, and Bury them according 
to the Manners and Cuſtom of the 
Country; which his Courtiers obſer. 
"__ with Admiration, they thus cry'd 
If the Piety of our Prince is ſo 

Feat towards dry Bones , how great will 
it not be towards Men that enjoy Life > 
They made ſome other Reflections of 
this nature. 

Venvam's Charity had properly ſor its 
Object, all ſorts of Perions, but particu- 
„ Ancient Perſons, Widows, Or- 
phans and the Poor, whom he protected 
and nouriſh'd, as if they had been lis 
own Children. It is believ'd, that theſe 
Charitable Actions were the Principal 


Cauſe of the Re-eſtabliſhment of a 
Pious 


pious Cuſtom of the firſt Emperors, 
and of a Law which is ſtill obſerved 
throughout China, This Law enacts, 
That in every City, even in the leaſt, an 
Hundred Poor Aged Perſons ſhall be 
maintained at the Publick Charge. © 
But Yenvam not ſatisfied with 
having given, in his Life-time, Inſtru- 
Gions and Examples of Virtue ; when 
he felt himſelf near Death, not ſuffi- 
oak relying on. the Force of his 


and knowing that the Laſt Words of 
Dying Perſons do make a great Im- 
preflion , he likewiſe gave his Son 
 Uoam theſe Three Admonitions. © 
I. When you ſee any Virtuous Action 

done, be not ſlack to practiſe it. 

II. When the Opportunity of Doing a 
Reaſonable Thing ſhall offer, make uſe of it 
without heſitat ing. 

III. Ceaſe not t hy mib to Ex- 
tirpate and Suppreſs Vice. 

Theſe Three Admonitions which give 
you, my Son, adds he, do comprehend x 
whatever may produce an exact P robity c 
and E xcelient Conduct. 


Be- 


preceding Inſtructions and Examples, 


N * ” > — — 
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ments, and that Virtue, as I may ſay, 
was their Paſſion : For in a word, the 


2 Idea of the Virtue of the ancient CH. 


They Teach, That Actions ought not 
to be commenc'd againſt one; That 
Frauds, Severities, and Enmities, which 
are the general Attendants and Conſe- 


- Behold doubtleſs an Example which 
ee that in this King's Life- time, 
the Chineſes had very Rational Sentis 


People generally conform themſelves 
to the Sentiments and Manners of their 
Kings. ))%CCCCC dls; 0 


Regis ad exemp lum totus componitus 
7 Orbis. | : 5 


There is nothing that gives a greater 


neſs, than what they have Writ and 
Practis d, in reſpect of their Law. Suits: 


quences of Law-Suits, were unbecom- 
ing Men; That the whole World ought HI. 


to live in Unity and Concord, and that WW! 


to this end it behoved every one to uſe MB 


their utmoſt Endeavours, either to (9 
prevent Law-Suits from ariſing, or to o 
ſtifie them in their Birth, by reconciling tl 
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the Parties, gar _ piring: them wil = ol 
the Love of Peace; forms. is toifay, . 
engaging them to | renew and inprode 
their Regfos + . Theſe are Lane aun 
Words. ” 7 2051 En 8 
5 Bae chat is nit; recpithable 
on this Subject, is, the extraordinary 
Precautions which the Judges took be- 
fore any Cauſe Was ranks before 
their Tribunals. They with the ut- 
moſt Vigilance and Attention, Ex- 
min'd the outſide of the Plaintiſf, or 

him that began the Suit; to the end, 
that by this 9 — they might know. 
whether this Man was thereunto ex- 
cited by good! Motives; whether he 
believ'd his Cauſe good, or whether 

he acted Sincerely. - And for this pur- 
poſe there were Five; Rules. By the 
Firſ Rule; They Examin'd the placing 

of his Words, and manner of Speak 
ing; and this was called Cutim, that 

is to ſay, The Ollſeruat ion of the. Words. 

By rhe Second; They eonſidet d the Air 
of his Countenance, and the Motion 


of his Lips, and this was called Setim, 5 
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Pace. By 5 Third, Fhey obſerwd 
his manner of Breathing, hon hepro-: 

pos d his Cauſe; this Rule Was s celled 
| Firies hahah co. ſay, ＋ | 
= of the Reſpiration." By : They 
| remark d whether his Reph \was quick; 
b pether he gave not intricate, ill 
grounded, uncertain Anſwers 
o_ he ſpake of any other thin 
in queſtion; or whether his Words 
re not ambiguous ; 1 and this was 
. called Ulhtim, that is to ſay, The 05. 
ſeruat ion f the Anſwers::- Laſtly, By 
the Fifth; The Judges were carefully 
to weigh the Conſiderations and Re. 
ſpect, to fee whether there was no 
Trouble, Digreſſion, or Confuſion; if 
there appeared not any fign of a Lye 
and Fraud; and this laſt Rule was cal- 
led Motim, that is to , 7 be ON 7. 
vation of the Eye. £57 
Tas by theſe vxtjon ſacks ut 
this Ancien t. Areopagite diſcovered the 
moſt hidden Thoughts of the Heart, 
render d an exact juſtice, diverted 4 
great many Perſons: from Law. Suits 
Rl OO and each in them the 
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4 Chineſe Philfophr; 


lewis .of Equity and Concord. q „ 

preſent theſe Rules are ignor'd in G 2 

ua, or at leaſt wholly neglected. 8 
To return to Confucius's Decrine il. 

Juſtrated with the Commentaries of 

Cemcu. This Diſciple ſet à high va- 

lue upon a Maxim which he had fre- 

quently heard his Maſter repeat, and 

which himſelf alſo very ſtrongly incul- 

cated. Twas this; Always behave thy 

elf with the ſame — and Diſ- 

cretion as you would do, if you were obs 

ſerv'd by Ten Eyes, and pointed a at by ſo 5 5 

many Hands. 1 
To render Virtue yet more com- 

mendable, and more eaſily to inſpire 

the Sentiments thereof, the ſame Diſ- 

ciple demonſtrates, That, whatever 1s 

honeſt and advantagious, is ami- 

able; and we are obliged to love Virtue, 

becauſe it includes both theſe Quali- 

ties. That moreover Virtue is an Orna- N 

ment which embelliſhes, as I may fay. 

the whole Perſon of him that poſſeſſes 

it, his Interior and Exterior ; that | 

to the Mind it communicates incxpref- . 

ible Beauttes and Perfections; char 4 
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_ tain, ways: which infinitely pleaſe ; and 
as it is the Property of Virtue: to be- 
calm the Heart, and keep Peace there, 

ſo this inward Tranquility and ſecret 
Joy do produce a certain Serenity in 
the Countenance, a certain Joy, and 
Air of Goodneſs, Kindneſs and Res- 
ſon, which attracts the Heart and E. 

0 ſteem of the whole World. After which 

be concludes, that the principal Buſi. 
neſs of a Man is to rectifie his Mind, 
and ſo well to rule his Heart, that his 
Paſſions, might always be calm; and 
if it happen that they be excited, he 
ought to be mov d no farther than is 

' neceſſary ; in a word, that he may 
regulate them according to right Rea- 
fon. For, as for inſtance, adds he, il 

we ſuffer our ſelves to be tranſported 
With exceſſive Anger, that is to ſay, is 
we fall into a Rage without any cauſe, 
or more than we ought when we haye 
reaſon, we may thence. conclude, that 
our Mind has not thy aa it ough J 
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to have. If we contemn . m. 1 al- 
ly hate a Perſon, by reaſon of certain « 
Defects that we oblerve in him, and 
render not Juſtice to his good and ena... 
cellent Qualities, if endow'd there: 1 
with; if we permit our ſelves to be | 
troubled by a too great Fear; if WW 
BW abandon our ſelves to an immoderate 
joy, or to an exceſſive Sorrow, it cans . 
not be ſaid that our Mind is in the ſtats . 
wherein it ought to be, that i it he its 1 
Rectitude and Uprightneſs. aeg, 
Cemcu carries this Moral a great way 
further, and gives it a Perfection whichy _ 
in my Opinion, could never be expect- 
ed from thoſe that have not been hu! 
noured with Divine Revelation. He 
ſays, That it is not only neceſſary to 
ab Moderation in general, as oſt 
as our Paſſions are ſtirred, but that alC 
ſo in reſpect of thoſe which are the moſt 
law ful, innocent and laudable, We ought 
not blindly to yield up our ſelves there: 
unto, and always to follow their Moti; 
ons; it is neceſſary to conſult Reaſon. 
As for Example, Parents are oblig d to 


Nen one ang ther, Nevertheleſs; as 
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their a nee, weak, ſo it | 
may be alſo tao ſtrong; and as to the 
one and the other Reſpect, there ig 
doubtleſs an Irregularity. It is Jul 
for a Child to love his Father; but ii 

a Father has any conſiderable Defect 
if he has committed any great Fault, 
tis the Duty of 4 Son to acquaint him 
with it, and telbhim what may be for 
his Good; always keeping a due Rel. 
pect, from which he ought not to de. 
part. Likewiſe, if a Son is fallen in- 
to any Sin, tis the Duty of a Father 
to Reprove him, and give him his Ad. 
thereon-. But if their Love is 

[7 Blind; if their. Love is a mere Paſſion; ; 
_ if it is Fleſh and Blood which make 
them to Act, this Affection is an Irre- 
gular Affection. Why? Becauſe it 
N from the Rule of 1 
We ſhould. ende N Reader if we 
ſhoull omit Speaking of the Emperor 
Mao, 'whoſe Elogy is Recorded: in the 
Work that affords the matter of ours: 
Never Man has more exactly practis d 
all W wn have be 
. | DE "I 
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| any + if his Pourtraictu - 
Flatter'd, - that he had a. Diſhoſiion Fo 


made for Virtue. *-He had a ten tender, 
magnanimous and well. diſpoſed 


Love, but twas without the leaſt 


Weakneſs. He, in a word, regulated 


his Love, and all his Faſſtons, accor- 

ding to right Reaſon. 
This Prince arriv'd at the e 

23 57: years "before. Jeſus Chriſt, he 


Reign d an Hundred Vears: But he 


Rule with ſo much Prudence, Wiſ⸗ 


dom, and ſo many Demonſtrations of 


Clemency and Kindneſs to his Subjects, 
that they were the happieſt People of 
the Earth. 4821 
Na had all the Excellent Qualities 
Jace e in a Prince; his Riches made 
him not Proud; his Extraction, which 


was ſo Noble and Illuſtrious, puffed 
him not up with Arrogancy. He was 


Virtuous, Sincere,. and Kind Without 
Affectation, His Palace, Table, Ap- 
parel and Furniture diſcorer d the 


roy. Moderation that - ever :was 1 
741 = . F 1 | 725 1 ſeen, 2 | 


WS 


He 'Lov'd thoſe: that he was: oblig d-t to 


| ar: 4 He 
was a Grave, Modeſt, and Pious N 


fick he deteſted nothing ſo much'as 
Songs wherein Modeſty and Civili y 


were blemiſht. *Twas'inot a Capricts 
ous Humour that made him diſlike 


theſe ſorts of Songs, twas the. deſire 
he had of rendering himſelf in all Things 
pleaſing unto Heaven. Twas not A- 
varice that produc'd ia him that Mode. 
ration which he obſerv'd in his Table, 
Apparel, Furniture, and every big 


elſe; it was only the Love he bare 


thoſe that were in want, for he only 
deſigned to relieve them. Twas alſo 


his great Piety, and that ardent Cha- 


rity Wwherewith he burn d, which made 


| him Frog nd y to utter theſe admirable 


my own: Famine. 7 Peoples Sin 7 : * 


_ Sin,” 85 


In the Seventy dass Ver bf bi. 


Reign he Bleed. Xun as'a Colleag 


moſt remarkable, and which deſery 


the Praiſe and appli of all A fi A 


C al ighted in Muſick; but it 


& 2. * 


— 3 
"A 


who Govern'd the Empire Twenty ; 
Eight Vears with him But what is 


8 3 en OY 


G That acts he had a Son, he de- 
clar'd, that he appointed Aun, in whom 
he had ſeen a great deal of Virtue, an 
exact Probity, and judicious Conduct, 
for his Succeſſor. And it being told 
him, that his Son complain'd of his 
Excluding him from the Succeſſion to 
the Empire, he made this anſ ver, which 
alone may be the Subject of an Excel- 
lent Panegyrick, and render his Me- 
mory Immortal. 7 had rather my only 
Son ſhou'd be Wicked, aud all my People 
Good, than if my Son alone was Good, 
and al my People Wicked, o>030 i045 
Confucius s chief aim, as we have 
declar'd, being topropoſe his Doctrine 
to Kings, and perſwade them to it, be: 
eauſe he thought, that if he could in- 
ſpire them with the Sentiments of 
Virtue, their Subjects would become 
Virtuous after their Example; Cemcu 
explaining this Doctrine bans erde 
largely on the Duty of Kings. 
He Frincipally opplied> n to 
Three Things? 

1. To ſthew that it is very impor: 
rant! * ue behave | themſelvey | 
Wen 


* —— oo thicir Ways and AQtions are 
certainly imitated. 24 
2. To perſwade tho of the necel 
iy there is in general of acquiring 
the Habit of Virtue, and of perform: 
ing the Duties thereof in all places and 
upon all Accounts. 1:7 09 
3. To engage them not to impoveriſh 
| the People, bur to do all for their Good 
and Dale r hs 
As to the firſt Artiale; hs 2 
ö * of ſeveral Cogitations, Which the 
Book of Odes affords him. But 
hold, in two Words, the 
derable part of his Diſ wo 
faith he, a Aing as 4 Father, teſti. 
Jes Love _ bis Children 5 1 2 


if in in ig) the Eldel Bowe: be: 1 
courteous to his younger Brethren,” and 
lives peaceable with them; if, as the 
youngeſt, be has 4 reſpeck and eſteen 

* the- eldeſt 3 if he \ kindly uſes thoſe 
that are in his Service; if he is chari. 
table, | eſpecially to "Widows and Or. 
pes : . 17 Jay, a Ka e, ace 
” 1 
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ts. Ae 4 1 e bis r w 
gs him. and (every one will b feen 
_ to practiſe Virtue throughout bis Wong. 
dom. Parents mill tenderly love their 
Children, and. give them 4 good Bau. 
„ Children" will honour their 
Parents, and render them due Obedi- 
ence. The Elder will fhew | Kindneſs 
to "their Tounger Brother, and ' the 
Tounger will have a reſpe# and efleem 
for Shady Elder, or for other Perſons for 
whom Good Manners requires that 
they ſhould have reſpeft ; as, for e. 
ample, for Perſous advanc d in Age. 
In fine, thoſe that have Eſtates, will 
maintain ſome Widows, Orphans, and 
ſome Sick Perſons : for there is nothing 
that makes a greater Impreſſion on the 
Minds of People, than the Examples | 

of their Kings. © © 
As to the ſecond Article, We Ole: 
cu exhorts in general to the Practice of 
Virtue, he alleges for a Principle this 
Maxim, to which Chriſt himſelf ſeems 
to refer all his Morality, Do to another 
er ou would my, ſhould do unto orb 


* & 4 « 
* 4 * * a 7 *. 
„ _ — 7 * 
e ol a 44 VL 


a9 o 
* — _ > ma 

\ 5 * 
— FITS! : 2 E 2 oy — 4a * = 

2V——œ——D—́————— ] OO EE, I PO II — bor Car re og 

— — — 
. 2 — ann . .. ³·˙Ü⁰ů m  o 
. 
3 * — mans — 


| 42 "x not "unto: OMe what yok would 
not ſhould be done unto )o n. 


— 2 — re eons ba, 
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There are ſome that preceeded yo, 
others that are to be your Sueceſſors; 3 


come after. And as in caſe that yon 
ſhould happen to give them ſuch. an 


the bad d Examples of thoſe that have 


Of CC bci, | 


Amongſt thoſe in the midſt of whom 
you live, ſays Confucius's Diſciple, there 
are ſome above you, others inferiour to 
you, and others that are your equals: 


vou have them on yourRight Hand, 


and on your Leſt. Conſider, that all 
| theſe Men have the ſame Paſſions with 


you, and that what you deſire they 


ſhould do, or not do, unto you, they 


deſire that you ſhould do, or not do, 
unto them. What you thereſore hate 


in your Superiours, what you blame 
in them, be ſure not to practiſe towards 
your Inferiours: And what you hate 
and blame in your Inferiours, practiſe 


not to your Superiours. What diſplea- 
ſes you in your Predeceſſors, 
to give an Example to thoſe 


Example, you would deſire they ſhould 
not follow it; ſo you ſhould not follow 


3 p 


a Chineſe Phil TY E 


preceeded. ou. In fine, what you blame 
in thoſe which are on your Right Hand, 
practiſe not to thoſe which are on:;your 
Left; and what you reprehend in thoſe 

on your Left Hand, be ſure not to pra- 
ctiſe it to thoſe that are on your Right. 
Behold, concludes Cemcu, after what 
manner we ovght to meaſure and re- 
gulate all our Actions! And if a * — 
thus exerciſes himſelf, it will h 

that all his Subjects will be of one — 
and one Mind, and that he will rather 
be called their Father, than their Lord 
and Maſter. This will be the Means to 
draw down the Bleſſings and Favours 
of Heaven, not to fear any thing, and 
to lead a quiet and peaceable Life: For 
in fine, Virtue is the Baſis and Founda- 
tion of an Empire, and the Source from 
whence flows whatever may render it 
flouriſhing. "Twas upon this Conſide- 
ration thatan Ambaſſador of the King- 
dom of Cu returned this excellent An- 
{wer to a Nobleman of the Kingdom of 
Cin, who asked him, Whether in his 
Maſter s Kingdom there were great Ri- 


ches and Precious Stones? Nothing 7 
eſteemed 
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Ms Precious in the Kingdom of Fl 


Kut Virtue. A King of Ci e a. almoſt 


the fame Anſwer. This Prince treat. 


ing of an Alliance with the King of 


Guei, and the King of Guei demanding 
of him, If in his "Kingdom 


a were none. How! ref plyd this 
ng all in amaze, 7s it poſ 2 that the 


ov H. in dom be leſſer than yours, yet there 


# found a Carbuncle whoſe brightneſs 1 


ſo great, that it can enlighren Jpace 


enough for twelve Palanquins ; and that 


in your Kingdom, which is vaſter than 
mine, there ire none of theſe Precious 
| Stones 2 I have four Miniſters, rejoins 


the King of Ci, who with great Prudence 


Govern the Provinces I have committed 
to them; Behold my Precious Stones, they 
can enlighten a thouſand Stadia. © 

Nor were the Men only of China fa- 


mous for their Efteem of Virtue; there 


were Women that have conſider d it as 
of infinite Value, and preferra- 


4 Je we 


ble to all Treaſures. An Illuſtrious 
b at named an who 8 Two 
Hundred 
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The Morals if Confucius, 


there were 
Prioions Stones e he anſwered, That 


Hyndred Yes: 8 3 


claim d her Husband from gal | 
and Debauchery, by an Action which 


deſerves. to be Immortaliz d. She ſee- 


ing that this Prince continually reſor- 


ted to the Paſtimes of Debauchery, and 
abandon'd himſelf to all forts of Plea- 
ſures, ſhe one day pluckt her Pendants 
from her Ears, and laid aſide all her 


Jewels, and in this Condition. went 


to the King, and ſpake to him 
theſe Words with a ſenſible Emotion, 


Sir, is it poſſible that Luxury and De- 
bauchery are ſo very pleaſing to jon? To 


contemn Virtue; but I eſteem it infinite- 
ly more than the moſt precious Stones. 
She afterwards enlarged upon this Sub- 


ject, and the Action and Diſcourſe of 


this Princeſs toucht him ſo ſtrongly, 


that he renounc d his Extravagancies, 


and gave himſelf up entirely to Virtue, 
and the Care of his Kingdom, which 


he Governd T Hirteen Years | with 
great Applauſß, 


In fine, as the leſt Annie, — 1 


repreſents to Kings, that they ought 


p 
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Morals of Con "IR, 


Im! a or otherwiſe; that to 
avoid being fore d thereto, it is neceſ> 
ſary to chuſe Wiſe, F aithful ; and 


Virtuous Miniſters, and conſequently 


not to admit into the management of 


Affairs, thoſe that are Unworthy, and 
who by their Cruelties, Ambition and 


Avarice, can only bring a vaſt preju- 
dice to the State. He ſhews them, that 


they ought to leſſen, as much as is 


poflble the number of their Miniſters 


— of all thoſe that live at the publiek | 


Expence j to endeavonr to excite all to 


Work, and ſo to Order it, that thoſe 

who manage and disburſe the Treaſure, 
may do it with all the Moderation ima 
ginable. Princes, adds he, ought ne- 
ver to ſeek private Intereſt ; : they. | 
ought only to look after the Intereſts | 


of their People? To be Lov'd and 
Faithfully Serv'd, they ought'to con- 


vince their Subjects, by their Conduct; 


to make them 


at they deſign only. 


Happy; which they will never do, if 


they heartily follow tlieir particular 


- Intereſts; if they WF ML 5 9 
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Was Publiſhed by 

Son Caſu. It Treats of dive 

ings, but eſpecially of that excellent 
Mediocrity, E ieh Dank be ; 
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if which 2 — 
an extream Care. He ſays, that the 


66 "The Morals of Copfocias, * 


dorf Teaches at Firſt, That all 


perfect Man why 6 a juſt Mean, 


(Rep is 


_ thereunto,—atall 
Phe # as Er 


* himſelf coding 


. Worl, as a «thing mol wortly "A 


s; but that the 
eben aero 
that he does too muck, or not enough, 


When the right Reason ſent from Hen. 
ven, adds he, has once ſhew'd 3 


Wiſe Mane Viean keought een 


heafterwards conforms all his Qions 


times, as well in- Ad- 
Yoſperity ; he contiauls 


Watches ove? Himfelf, over! his 


: Thougins, over the moſt ſecret Mo- 


ery, ws. 
So SA Rr bs oe 


tions. of his Heart, always to ſquare 


which he will-aeyerloſ ght of ; ; ut 
the wicked being: not reſtrain d, i 

ether by Fear, Modesty, nor the L ave 
of Virtue; their ;extz2vggant;-Pathons 
do always carry them intd e 0 
. "This Ca 
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Poa, {a lice of the. highef: : 
Minds, as the ſole Path of Virtue. He 
complains, that there always have been 

ſo few Perſons that have kept it; he 
diligently. enquires after the cauſe 
g aße He ſays, that as for me with | 


Men of the 
ecauſe they imagine it be- 


he Age, they ſlight and con- 
temn it, b 
low delt .great Deſigns, | below their 
Ambitious Projects; and that as for 
dull Perſons they very hardly attain iti 
either by, Reaſon they agderſtand- it 
not, or becauſe the difliculty. in at- 
taining it aſtoniſhes and diſcourages 
them : And all this, adds Confucius '; 
happens for want of Examination: 
= if "we diligently examind- what is 
good in it ſelf, we ſhould, find that all 
7 eams are prejudicial; and that 

lean, alone is always Good and 

Gainfol, _ 
= - herein. "carticulacti alleges the 
Example of Aun the Emperor; He 
cries out, How great was the Prudence 
of the Emperor Aus He was not ſa- 
c in the Adminiſtration: of State- 
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With his ov vn pee e and 
Prudenee; He likewiſe conſulted the 
meaneſt of his Subjects. He ask d Ad- 
vice upon the leaſt Things; and he 
made it a Duty and Delight to weigh 
the Anſwers that were given hind, how 
common ſo ever they appear g. When 
any thing was propos d to him, which, 
after a ſtrict Examination, he was con- 
vine d was repugnant to right Reaſon, v 
he acquieſced not, but with open e 
Heart repreſented what was umi in t 
the Counſel that was given him. By t 
this means he made his Subjects to f 
t 

< 

| 

| 


place a Confidence in him, and accu- 
ſtom themſelves freely to give him 

| Advertiſements, from time to time. 
the good and judicious Coun- 
he follow'd, ' magnified, and ex. 
them; and thereby every one 
was encourag d, joyfully to declare his 
Opinion. But if, amongſt the Coun- 
ſels that were given him, he found 
that ſome plainly contradicted others, 
heattentively confider'd them, and after 
having examin'd them, he always took 
a Mean, eſpecially when it concern W 
the Publick Intereſts. Cor. 
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| Confucius here deplores the falſe Pruz 
dence of the Men of his Time. It had 
indeed, very much degenerated from 
the Prudence of tlie Ancient Kings. 
There'is not, ſaith he, any Perſon at 
preſent, who declares not, I have Pru- 
_ dence, I know what is neceſſary to be 
done,” and what is not. But becauſe 


that now; Profit and particular Ad- 
vantage are the only Objects delight- 
d in, it happens that we think Me jo 
| the Evils which may thence enſue, on 
the Perils to which this Gain and Pro- 
fir expoſe us; and that the Precipice 
is not perceived by us, There are ſome 
that perfectly underſtand the Nature 
and Value of Mediocrity, who chuſe 


it for their Rule, and ſquare their a. 


ctions thereby, but who afterwards, 
ſuffering themſelves to be overcome 
by Sloth, have not the Power to per- 
iſt. To what end, in theſe ſorts of 
Perſons, does the Knowledge and Re- 
ſolutions they have formed tend to? 
Alas! it was not thus with my Diſcis 
ple Hori; He had an exquiſite diſcern. 
ing Faculty; He remark all the Ditfe, _ 
W373 - w—_ 


4 "= ah Moral of Cella | 


Fences that occurred in thin $ ; Heal 
ways choſe Mean; and n Ver for ok 


it. 1 | 0 x 
A s for r Ka fell 4948 chte, tis 
et 4 ; Thi, ealſie thing to acquire, that 
Medium which I fo muh omm̃end. 
Alis there is nothing (© difficult ; 'tis 
an Affair Which fequires great Pali 
4nd Induſtry. You will And Men i 
pable of Gerald happily i King. 
doms of the Eitth. You will ſee ſome 
that will have Mag Fly enough to 
reſuſe tlie moſt & derade Dighities 

and Advantages : There will be ſome 
alſo that ieee Courage enough tp 
walk on Naked Swords : But ybu will 
find few, that are capable” of Keeping 
2 juſt Mean; hit to arribe hetear, 
Alt, Labbbr, Courige and Virtue 478 
reqvir d. 
was upon the Account f this M. 
ral, that one af his Diſciples,” who wi 
I of a Warlike and Ambitious Tempe 
| 2 d him, Wherein Valour confi f 
5 wha (te Was neceſſary to do to oh- 
1 eln the Ni of Valiant? Have on 
heard, hs EY 0 tlie V ale U 01 


e nee 0 rell 
relle North &f cher of th&Valour 
fy Diſciples!) who apply themſelves 
TY imo, 5 — 
y in the Eadeskoh of Cle and 
Bileiples, tb ge tidulgent eb them; 
kienthy ko Bear tH6ir Diſbelie hee 
and cles ke chat herein the Va- 


ir" of tile Ssürhern Pegple 'Eofiſilts. 
By this Valbup they cor q 


enen 
let Temper, aud Mbmir cher" Palli- 
bits ee ich ars Foe ent, t 


Riphir- . lie dowii'oodragi- 
oufly'in the Oanip, to repoſe Quieny, in 
gie d eee e port ro [es 
thpuſand Deithsbefore his 1 3, SHE 
tt daunting} hot to be Jig 
but make a jcalufe 'of fal ne 
Behold what I. call the Valbur f thi 
Northern Meti ! But a5 generally there | 
is a great den of Räaffinefs Fr All this, 
|... that ofrentjmes Wien fe late not 
ſelves cording to that, Mean 
it even on dught to ſeek after, d 
_ this fro * Wh fn 11 | 
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. cher * * Der 
fect Men jonly can have a true Valo 

aſied; in conquer. 
himſelf. He muſt if it himſelf to 
fanners; and Tempers of others; 
5 but he ought always to be Maſterof his | 
own Heart, and Actions; He muſt not 


ſuffer himſelf to be corrupted by the 
Converſation, or Examples of loole. and 


effeminate Perſons ;he muſt never obey, 
till he has firſt examined what is com: 
pane Lond He muſt | never e 


A on. a rivate 4 „ W's he 
= not himſelt to be lead away with 
ride and Vanity, this Man is. truly, 
| JIN ? 4b! bow ered this Palour).. 


Buri if. on nn e boi is in a Kings 
dom, where Virtue and Laws are con- 
temn'd, and that in the Confuſion and 
Diſorder which there prevail, he him- 
| ſelf is depreſſed with Poverty, afflict- 


ed, reduc'd even to the loſs of Life; 


but yet, in the midſt of fo many Miſe- 
ries, he remains conſtant, preſerves all 
the Innocency of his Manners, and ne- 
ver changes his Opinion : : Ab! hop. 
| Great and Illuſtrious is this V. alour | In- 
ſtead therefore of the Valour of the 
Southern or N orthern Countries, Ire- 
quire, and expect from you, my dear 
Diſciples, A Valour of the Nature above- - 

nontion d. 

Behold ſomething which Confucius. 
ſpeaks, which is not leſs remarkable. 
There are ſome. Men, ſaith he, which 
ſurpaſs the bounds of Mediocrity, by 
affecting to have extraordinary Vir- 
tues: They covet always to haye ſome- 
thing marvellous in their Actions, to 
the end 8 Poſterity may praiſe and 
extol them. Certainly, as for my ſelf, 
I ſhall never be enamoured with theſe 


"a 


: en & Actions, wa Vanity 4 


ö 
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_— el 12 7 Where. 10 
| here fes ſpur Nate ug cb Nu ing te 
which the p rlect düöght tc ; 
| bimſelf. 5 0 
1. He Himſelf ought "pie 
reſpe& of his Father, What! he require 


|: from his ee | 
2. In the Service of his prince, *. 


 6blig' to new the fame Fidelity; which 


thoſe that are mill 


he deminds of 
him. aan 


mould ack towards him. 

4. And laſtly, He ou 2 behave 
Himſeif towards his Frien 

ſires that his Friends ſhould carry 

ſelves to him. The perſect Man c 


tinually acquits himſeff of "theſe oy | 


ties, hom common ſdever they may 
peat. If he hap pen to, pert 1 
15 has Wege, ane in a e 
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* Ne Wit a4 Þ in repel vf his eld: 
eſt Brother, after the ſame manner that 
| he would that his Younger | va 


as he | 155 
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iderable Duty, there is not a ty Vis 
nce Which he dots not to hinſelf, per- 
| 8600 to 4ecompliſht it. He is mode. 
rate Ng reſerved gf His Diſcoutſes ; he 
F ſpeaks with Cireumſpeion If to him 

oecuts a great affluence of Words, 
preſumes not to expoſt it, lle reſtrains ; 
himſelf. In a word, he is (6 rigorous - 
2 Cenſurer of himſelf. that he is not at 
reſt when his Words cottelporid hot to 
his Actions, and his Actions to his Words. 
Now the way, cries he, by which a 
Man arrives at this Perfection, is a {0- 
lid and conſtant Virtue. RY 

Fo this his Maſter's Doctrine, Cola | 
here adds a Moral worthy of their Me- 
ditation, who have a Jefire to perfect 
themſelves, The perfect Man, fays 
this worthy iſe) Ie of ſo great a Phi- 
loſopher, the perfect Man governs him- 
ſelf according to his preſent State, and 
covets nothing bez yond it. If he find 
| himſelf in the mid ws; Riches, he acts 
like a Rich Man, but addicts not him 
ſelf to unlawful, Pleaſares ; he avoids 
Ka deteſts Pride, offends no W | 
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State, he acts as a poor and mean Man 
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If * is in a poor and e, C 


ought to Act; but he does nothing 
unworthy. of a Grave and Worthy | 


Man: If he be remote from his own 


Country, he behaves himſelf as a Stran- 


ger ought to do; but he is always like | 


himſelf, If he is in Affliction and Ad- 
verſity, he does not inſolently affront 


his Deſtiny, but has Courage and, Re- 
ſolution ; nothing can ſhake his Con- 
ſtancy. If he is advanc to the Dig- \ 

nities of State, he keeps his Rank, but 


never treats his Inferiours with Covert 


ty; and if he ſees himſelf below others, 
he is humble, he never departs fromthe 
Reſpect he owes to his Superiours; but 

he never purchaſe: their Favour with 


Flattery. He uſes his utmoſt Endea- 
vours to perfect himſelf, and exacts 
nothing of others with Severity; 5 Tis 

ppon this account that he expreſſes na 


- Diſcontent or, Anger to any Perſon, 


If he lift up his Eyes towards Heaven, 


tis not to complain, for that it has not 


ſent him Proſperity, or to murmur, for 


that i it e him - I he looks . 
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eodards the Ground, *ris not to re: 
, proach Men, and attribute the Cauſe | 
of his Miſeries and Neceſſities unto | 
them; tis to teſtiſie his Humility, that 
is to ay, that he is always contented 
with his Condition, that he deſires no- 
thing beyond it, and that with Submiſ⸗ 
ſion, and an even Spirit, he expects 
whatever Heaven ſhall Ordain con- 
cerning him. Thus he rejoiceth.in a 
certain Tranquillity, which may well 
be compar'd to the top of thoſe Moun= 
tains, which are higher than the Re- 


gion where the Thunder and Tempeſts . | 


are form'd. 
In the Sequel of this Book, he Diſ- 
courſes of the profound Reſpect which 
the ancient Chineſes, and eſpecially the 
Kings and Emperors, had ſor their 
Parents, and of the exact Obedience 
which they paid them. If a King, 
ſaid they, Honcurs and Obeys his Fa- 
ther and Mother, certainly he will en- 
deavour to excite his Subjects to follow 
his Example; for briefly, a Man that 
loves Virtue, defires that all others 
: 3 likewiſe elteem it, eſpecially if 
it 


ca Now tis 6 eat, 1mpartal - 
0 e jects do love Vir 
8 ne practiſe hr how. ca 
pe to be obey'd by his boy. of 
Fus ey thoſe that ge 2 
him Lit e. After th if a, Prince de: 
< bees £0, bring his Subjects to be Obedi> 
ent to their 1 he muſt ſhew 
Kin 555 5 towards them, and treat them 


[= for their Child ren ; ; for We 1. 
ine n 


| Bu if this Prince, by his Conduct, ex- 
cites his Subjects, to give Obedience to 


fer, e e ee, th y 


See fa. 


5 er c all. FEE, (the, So be the e. 


ſeero this Obedience? It will happen 


5 the at ſhall thus well acquit then * 
E lt will abundantly recompence 
= ſo admirable a Virtue, it will 1 
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tereſt boy they ſhould be Vir: 
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a. that tenderneſs which Fathers 


itate thoſe whom we Love, 
om we 47 We are Beloy' d. 


ven will diffuſe its Bleſſings, on 


Peace ; 


_ a «_—_ pP an. 


1 


Py 8 


and C on; rd. every. where. 10 
| . 4 b. the Kin 118 His 9 . 
jects wall ſeem es one {1 a8 bei g 
/here the 5 een Gema ee 


[ Children, they wil i 
ad. ingle, - but rich, 1 
1 reg! , and convenient "Houſe, 
e ae A and. moſt feel Life 
able. | 
turn to C e a0 he pane 
5 Examples of Kings. made FF 
great impreſſion on Mens 8 9 
he propoſes that of the Emperor A. 

in reſpect of the Obedience „ 
Childr en owe to their Parents... Oh, 
how greet has the Obedience of ths. £m: 
18 en crys Confucius; Thus, con- 
tinues he, if he has obtain d from Hea+ 
ven the Imperial Crown, tis the Re- 
compence. of this Virtue. Tis this 
Virtue that proeured him ſo many B 
venues, thoſe . immenſe Riches, a 
vaſt Kingdoms, which are,only. 12 
by the Ocean, Tis this Virtue that has 
render d his Name ſo. Famous through · 
out the : Wallet In fine, I doubt "bu 
1 5 ut 
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if, by what Confucius declares,” it ſeerns, 
to him, it will rather ſeem that he 
we ſhall ſee what he Teaches concern: 


9 0 fary to have for all Men. 


Neverthele 


degrees, to the practice of that Uni- 


hilt chat log peaceable Life, whillh 
1 enjoy d, ought to be 6rd ty iy 
Recompence of this Virtue. To hear 
this Philoſopticr ſpeak, ' would it riot 
be ſaid, that he hath read the Dec 
logue, and underſtood the Promiſe 
which God has there made to tho! 
Honour their Father and Mothe: 


that the Decalogue was not 'unkno 'n 


knew the Maxims of the Goſpel, wlien 


ing Charity, which he ſays it! is neoel⸗ 


That Love, ſaith he, which it is re! 
quiſite for ali Men to have, is not 4 
Stranger to Man, tis Man himſelf; N | 
if you will, tis a Natural Property c 
Man, which dictates unto him, that 
he ought F to love all Meg, 


above all Men'to love his 
Father and Mother, is his main and 
principal Duty, from the practice of 
which he afterwards proceeds, as by 


verſal Love, whoſe object is all Man 
" kinds | 


kind. 
that diſtributive Juſtice comes; 


every one his Due, and more eſpecially 
to cheriſh and honour Wiſe and Up- 


we have for our Parents, and that we 


not ſo much Virtue or Ability; that 
difference, I ſay, is as it were a Har- 


and in which nothing muſt be Chan ged. 


For the Conduct of Life Confurtns 1 


propoſes Five Rules, w hich he calls 


Univerſal.” 
The Firſt Reg * the Juſtice that 


and his Subjects. 
The Second Reſſ pects the Love chat 


ouglit to be between a * and his 
Children. > 


ys 


4 


Tis from this we the =” Mm 
Juſtice, which makes us to render to 
right Men; and to advance them to the 
Dignities and Offices of State; Tha 
difference, which is between the Love 


have for others, between the Love we 
bear to Virtuous and Learned Men; 
and that we bear to thoſe which have 


mony, a Symmetry of Duties, which 
the Reaſon of Heaven has protected; 


ought to be rs d between A King | 
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be 
; Concord, in l Unity, ah mutual | 
Aules, which every ane. .ought. to ob. 


But after all. we cannot obſerve theſe! 


which makes us love all Men, and that 
Reſolution which makes us conſtantly 
to perſevere in the Adheſion to Gad, 
and Averſion for Evil. But for f 
leſt ſome fearful Perſons not well verll 
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der and Younger, Brothers. 
The Fifth. Digs n lives in 


indneſs. 


Behold, adds. 7 the Five Gene 


b ve behold, as it were, the Five Pub- 
ick Rosdeby which Men ought to pals. 


Rules, it theſe Three Virtues are Want. 
ing, Prudence, which makes. us dif 
cern Good from Fvil, Unzverſal Love, 


in Morality - ſhould. imagine, that it is 
impoſſible for them to-acquire thelc 
Three Virtues, he affirms, that there is 
no Perſon incapable of acquiring them 
that the Impotence of the Man is vo⸗ 
3 How dull ſoever a Man is, 
- _ | 
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mould EGS rang by __ out. any 
Experience, yet if he pv: my to 11 
gros not weary the Study of 
Virtue, he is not very far from Pru-. 
dence. If a Man, although full We 
Self. love, endeavours to perform good 
Actions, behold him already very near 
that Univerſal Love, which: engages 
him to do good to all. In ſine, if a 
Man feels 4 - ſecret Sliame, when he 
| hears impure and unchaſt Diſcourſes; 
if he cannot Torben Bluſhing thereat, 
he is not far from chat Reſolation of 
Spirit, which makes him conſtantly to 
ſeek after. Good, andtohavean ae | 
ſion for Ell. - 
After that, the Chinsſe Philolop ler 
has Treated of theſe Five Udiverſal 
Rules, he propoſes Nine particular ones 
for Kings, becauſe. that he conſiders 
| their Conduct, as a publick Source of 
n or Miſery. They are theſe; 
1. A King ought inceſſantly to la- 
bour to adorn his Perſon with all ſorts 
of Virtues. 
2. He ought to Honour and Cheriſh 
the Wiſe and Virtuous. 6.4 
8 Hz 55 „ 


* fy Wer been to Reſpect | 
> t thoſ that gave him Birt nun. 
4. He qught to Honour RO d Eder 
a "Miniſters that diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves by their Ability, and thoſe which | 
. the r e Offices of the | 
| © SES LITEL £21 Py 1 | 
399285 e ought to mmodate him 
Gat, as kuh as it E peſſbie, to the 
Sentiments and Minds of other Mi- 
niſters, and as for thoſe that have leſs 
_ conſiderable Employs, he ought to cont 
fider them as his Members. 
6. He ought to Love his People, even 
the meaneſt, as his own Children, and 
to ſhare in the earious Subjects of Joy 
or 3 which they may have. 
7. He ought. to ufe his utmoſt to 
bring into his Kingdom ſeveral able 
Artificers in fall ſorts of Arts, for the 
advantage and conven iency of his Sub- 
eas... 
8. He ought kindly and courtconſls 
toreceive Strangers and Travellers, and 
fully to protect them. 
9. Laſtly, he ought tenderly to love 
= Fringe, and great Men of his Em: 
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pire, andfo heartily to Study 7 e la. ” 
tereſts, that they may lovehim, "98; ; 
be ever Faithſul to him. 
Rightly to underſtand the Morals of 
Confucius, it is here neceſſary to ſpeak: 
one Word concerning the diſtinction, 
which he makes between the Saint and 
Wiſe. To the one and the other he 
attributes certain things in common +. 
But to the Saint he gives ſome Quali- 
ties and Advantages, which he ſays, that _ 
the Wiſe has not. He ſays, that Rea 
ſon and Innocence have been equally . 
communicated to the MViſe, and to the 
Sgint, and likewiſe to all other Men; 
but that the Saint has never in the 
leaſt declin'd from right Reaſon, and 
has conſtantly preſerv'd his Integrity; 
whereas the Wiſe has not always pre, 
ſervd it, having not always followed 
the Light of Reaſon, becauſe of ſeveral 
Obſtacles he has met with in the Pra- 
ctice of Virtue; and eſpecially, by 
Reaſon of his Paſſions, whereunto he 
is a Slave. So that it is neceſſary, that 
he does his utmoſt, that he uſe great 
Pins; and Endeavour, to put his Heart 
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© 30. 15 e Gon clus, 
ig gd poſture,” and to gbvern him?! 


ſelf actort 
| Reaſon and the Rules of Virtue. 


Tree will re-aſſume its Giver State. 
After the ſame manner, although otte 


ing to the Light of Rigfit. 


U Reaſoning hereon; the better to 
lfaſtrate His Maſter's Do rine, cot. 
pares thoſe that have loſt their firſt Ini. 
tegtity, and geſire: to regain it, to thoſe 
Wicher'd and almoſt dead Trees, that 
notwithſtanding! have, in the Trunk 


and Roots, à certain Juice, 2 certain 
Principle of Life, which makes them 
caſt forth ſhoots. I, faith he, we take 


care of" theft Trees, if we Cultivate 
them, Water them, ard Prune off the 
dead Bratiches, it will happen that this 


has loſt his firſt Integrity and Inno. 


cetice, he need only excite the Good 
that remains, uſe Pains afid Induſtry, 


and he will Infallibly arrive at the 


higheſt Virtue. This laſt State, faith 


Ci, this State of the Wiſe is called 
Giantad, that is to ſay, The Road an 
the Reaſon of Man, or rather, the way 


Which leads to the Origine of the fitſt 
| Perfection. "Arid 7 1 of the 8. Salt 34 


- WM 


which Heaven has eq 


it is eaſie to tranſgreſs, through Preci- | 


Reaſon 7 7 Rave, of the Firſt Rule 
ually diſtributed 
to all Men, and which the Saints have 


always obſerv'd, without turnin rg either 


on the Right Hand, or on the Leit. | 
As Rules do in brief contain the pt 
cipal Duties, and that we may cafily 


retain them, Confucius gives Five to 


thoſe that deſire to chuſe | the Good ang 


adhere thereto 


x. It is neceſſary, after an exact and 
extenſive manner, to know the Cauſes, 


| Properties ," dad Differences of © all 
Thin gs, 


8. Becauſe that athGogiÞ! the Things 


which are known, there may be ſome 


which -are not perfectly known, it is 


neceſſary carefully to examine them, to 
_ weigh them Minutely and in _ 


Circumſtanee; and thereon to conſu 
Wiſe, Intelligent and Experience 9 


' Men. 


"Al thi "wy it feen chat we clearly 
apprehend certain Things, yet becauſe 


n inthe too much, or too little,” 
4. "We 


5 obſerv'd all theſe Things, we muſt re- 


it is 1 to ue Ak” 

in 3 wa on the things we believe 
we know, and to weigh every thing 
by the weight of Reaſon, with all the 
attentiveneſs of Spirit, and with the 
utmoſt exactneſs, whereot- we are e. 
pable. . is 
4. It i is neceſlary to Er. 4 not 
to apprehend Things after g confuſed 

manner, it is requiſite to have ſome clear 
eas thereof, ſo that we 1fiiY truly 
Acer ö ood. from the Bad, the 1 
True from the Falſe. X _ 1 
5. Laſtly, aſter that we ſhall have 


duce to Action, ſincerely and conſtant- 
ly perform and execute, to the utmoſt ' 
of our Power, the good Reſolutions 
| which we have taken. ; 
We cannotbetter conclude this Book i 
tha n with theſe Excellent Words 4 
4 Take heed, faith he, how you 
Act, when you are alone. Although 
you ſhould be retired into the moſt S0. 
litary, and moſt Private place of thine: T 
Houſe, you ought to do nothing, wheres | 
of For yould be NE dit you * 4 


ſeep nor known by any. 


ſhew you after what manner he that 


has acquir d ſome Perfection governs 
himſell. Why, he keeps a continual 
watch upon himſelf; he undertakeg 
nothing, begias nothing, pronounces 
no Word, whereon he has not medita- 
ted. Before he raiſes any Motion in 
his Heart, he careſully Sede Him- EE 


thing, He is ina con 5 
Vigilance. Before he Speaks he is ſa- 
gtöiied That what he is about to utter 

is True and Rational, and he thinks 


mines eve 


in S or rin publick. Have 3 you 
a deſire, continues he, that I ſheuld 


that he cannot reap a more pleaſane; 


Fruit fram his Vigilance and Examina 


tion, than to accyſtom himſelf Cir  _ 
eumſpectly and Wiſely to govern him - 


ſelf, in the Things which are neithes ; 


—— 


—U — — 


— 


4 
— a — — 4 — — 


Ip 


— — — ͤ ͤͤ——— 


rr mp 


—— —— ‚ 


4 2 2 . 4 


aA 


vfucius's third Book is quite of 
another Character than the two 
former, as to the Method ane 
xpreſſions; but in the Ground it con- 
tains the ſame Morality. Tis a Con- 
texture of ſeveral Sentences pronounc d 
at divers times, and at ſeveral Places, 
by Confucius and his Diſciples. There- 
fore it is entituled Lun Tu, that is to ſay, 
Diſcourſes ef ſeveral Perſons that Reaſon 
and Philoſophize together. 


K 


tte mk place there is repreſe med 
a Diſciple of this famous Pfrilofopher, 
who declares, that he ſpent not a Day 
wherein he render d not an account t to 


himſelf >f cheſe three things. 1 
eben | 


1. Whether he had not unde 
ſore Affair for another, and whether 
he 'manag'd and follow'd it with the 
ſame Eagerneſs and Fidelity as if it had 
been his own Concengngn 

2. Tf when he has been TY his 
Friends, he has diſcoursd them fin- 
cerely, if he has not ſatisfied himſelf 
with ſhewing them ſome flight appear | 
rance of Kindneſs and Eſteem. / j 
3. Whether he has meditated on his 


Maſter's Doctrine; and whether after 


having meditated on it, he has us d his 


utmoſt Endeavours to reduce it to Pra- | 
cice. g 

Aſterwards appears Confucius, giving 
Leſſons to his Diſciples. He tells them, 
that the Wiſe ought to be ſo occupied 
with his Virtue, that when he is in his 
Houſe, he ought not to ſeek his Con- 


veniency and Delight; That when he 


undettafes ye At air, he wo” to be 
diligent | 
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| ilig ent cn exact, prudent and _ 
j in his Words, and that — | 
he have all theſe Qualities, yet he ought. 
to be the Perſon in whom he ought | 
leaſt to conſide; he, whom he ought: | 
leaſt to pleaſe : That in a word, the 
Wiſe.- Man, always digruſting himſelf, 
ought always to conſult thoſe, whoſe 
Virtue and Wiſdom are known unto 
him, and to regulate his Conduct and 
Actions 3 to their Counſels 1 
and Examples. A 
What think you of a Poar Man, fs : 
one of his Diſciples to him, who being 
able to extenuate and diminiſn his Po- 
verty, through Flattery, reſuſes to ace 
cept this Offer, and couragiouſly main- | 
tains, that none hut Cowards and 
low-ſpirited Men do flatter What 
think you of a Rich Man, who not» 
withſtanding his Riches, is not proud 2 
 T'fay, replies Confucius, that they are 
both praiſe-worthy, but that they are 
not to be conſider d, as if they were 
arrived at the higheſt degree of Virtue, ' 
He that is poor, ought to be cheat 4 
| 2 en in n the Wal of his Iadi- 
: Fog 1 
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geber 7 Behold wherein the Virtieof 
the Poor Man conſiſts; and he that is 
Rich, ought to-do good to all: He that 
is of a poor and abject Spirit, does good 
only to certain Perſons; certain Paſſi- 
ons, certain particular Friendſhips 
cauſe him to act; his Friendſhip is in- 
tereſted : He diſpe rſes his Wealth only 
with a proſpect "of reaping more than 
he ſows; he ſeeks only his own Inte- 
reſt - But the Love of the Perſect Man 
is an univerſal Love, a Love whoſe Ob- 
ject is all Mankind. A Souldier of the 
| Kingdom of Ci, ſaid they unto him, loſt 
. his Buckler, and having a long time 
ſought aſter it in vain, he at laſt com- 
forts himſelf, upon he Loſs he had 
ſuſtain d, with this Reflection; 4 So 
| dlier has. "loff his Buckler, but a Souldier 
= of our Camp has found it, he will uſe it. 
It had been much better ſpoken, re- 
plies Confucius, if he had id, A Man 
Las loſt bis Buckler, but a Man will find 
it, thereby intimating, that we ought 
to have an 2 8 17 5 for al th Men; 2 - 
won World. 
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wt Miniſter puff d up with the great taels 
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8 2 ren Spirit as may | 
Hy 
it was great and ſublime. The Ancient | 
Chineſes Taught; chat there were Two | 
Gods hi: ſided in their, Houſes, - 
tz one called Noao, and the other Cas. 
The firſt was reſpec ted as the Tutelar 
Sad of the whole Family, and the 
Laſt Was only the God of the Fire- 
Hearth. Nevertheleſs, although the 
laſt of their Geniuss was very much 
Anferiour to the firſt; yet to him were 
render d greater Honours than him 
that had all the Domeſtick Affairs un. 
der his Protection: And. there was Aa 
Proverb which imply d, That. it was 
better to feek the Protection of Cao, 
than of Nogo. As this Preference had 
17 very Singular; and ſeem d, 
ig ſome meaſure, even to encounter 
aal aten, were promoted to Gran. 
dieurs in Princes Courts. Conſuc ius he- 
ag in the Kingdom of Gzez, and meet- 
ing ons day with a Præfect, which . ad 
gat Authority in this Kingdom, this 


of his F "_—_ ſuppoſing that the Phi-. 
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your ra the King, ae of bi, 
545 way of Merriment, the meaning of 
| 


s Proverb, ſo frequent in every ones 
Mouth, I is better to ſeek the Protelti- 


on of Cao, than of Noao. . Confucius, 


who preſently perceiv'd,. that the Præ- 


fect gave him to underſtand , by this 
Queſtion, that he ought to addreſs him- 


ſelf to him, if he would obtain his Re- 
queſt from the King his Maſter; and 


who at the ſame inſtant made this Re- 


flection, that to gain the good Will of 
a Prince's Fayourite, it is neceſſary to 

er Incenſe even to his Defects, and 
5 2m ones ſelf to Compliances, un- 
worthy of a Philoſopher, plainly told 
him, That he was wholly differing from 


the Maxims of the Age; that he would 


not addreſs: himſelf to him, with any 
addreſs he wanted, to ſhew him that 


he ought to do it; and at the ſame time 
to Advertiſe him, that though he ſhould 
Anſwer his Queſtion, according to his 
Deſire, he could reap no benefit there- 


by, he told him, That he that had Sinn 


6 7 js Kenan, ſhould Addr Wo * 
0 eee 


25 10 1 e 
cen be % Fir to obtain the 


"17 Pardon of his Crime, ſeeing that there. i 


wor any Deity above F 
Conſucius Recommends: nothing 0 | 
tick to his Diſciples as Clemency and | 
Courtefie; always grounded upon a this | 
Maxim, That we ought to Love all 
Men. And to make them better to aps | 
1 prehend the Truth of what he ſaid, 
he made an Inſtance of Two Illuſtrious | 
Princes, that were diſtinguiſh'd for this 
very thing in the Kingdom of Chaco : 
Theſe Princes, faith he, were ſo mild 
and courteous, that they eaſily forgot 
the moſt hainous Injuries, an horrible 
Crimes, when the Offenders ſhew'd 
any ſign of Repentance. They beheld 
theſe Criminals, though worthy of the 
fevereſt Puniſhments, as if they had 
been Innocent; they not only forgot 
their Faults, but by their Carriage, 


es eden the ther M c 


them, in ſome meaſure to forget them, 

and loſe one part of the Diſg 9 1 
which remains after great Lapſes, and 
which can-only nnn in iche, ray | 
1 1 — ä 


a - ö 0s PhiſoGpheRd l tes 
£ Gans being to form Princes to\Virtoez | 
s and to ts the Art of Reigning hap-⸗ 
pily, he made no diſfieuley of Addreſs 
ſing himſelf directly to them, and bf. 
giviog them Counſel. A Prince, ſaid 
he one day to 4 King of Cu ealled 
Timcum, A Prinee buglit to be mode 
rate, he ought not to contemn any of 
his Subjects. he ought to Recompenee 
_ thble 9 deſerve it. There are ſome 
Subjects that he bought to treat wit 
Niüdneſs, and others with Severity; 
there are ſome on whoſe Fidelity he 
ought to Rely, but there are ſome 2% 
whom he cannot ſufficiently? Diſtruſt. 
Con fucius. would have Princes defire 
nothing that other Men wiſh 'for; al. 
though they are ſometimes good 
Things, which it ſeems they might 
deſire without Offence; he would have 
them to l as I may fay, upon 
whatever may make the Felicity of 
Mortals u pon Rurch; and eſpecially to 
look upon en Children, and Liſe 
it ſelf, as tranſient Advantages, and 
which n cannot make the 
ok . 6 
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_ bimfell : by theſe Mexims; and — 
95 3 ſo good a Guide, he ar- 
riv d at a Perfection, whereunto few 
 Mortgls can grain; fan it may be füt | 
that be. faw- nothing above him bur 
Heaven, to which hs was entirely con · 
formable. This incomparable Prince, 
adds he, from time to time viſited the 
Provinces af his Empire; and as he 
was the Delight of his People, being 
met one day by & Troop of his: Subs iſ 
jects; theſe Subjects, aſter having called | 
him their Emperor and Father, and a- 
teltifted their excredin ng Joy 
at the — of ſo great a Prince, * 2 
out with a loud Voice, to joyn their 
Wiſhes with their Acclamations, Eos 
Heaven heup Riches pan ther! Let it 
_ grant thee a nuwerous Family ! Aud les 
it not ſnateh the from thy People, till 
thou art ſatisfied - with Days, Ne, re. 
plys the Emperor, ſend up other Peti- 
tions to Heaven. Great Riebes produce 
great Cares, aud great Inquietudes ;-* Al 
uvnmerous OY: n e, Fears 2 


And bon Life is * 4 Ok. 1% 
da eg 'T 2 gre ber few 
Emperors like to T las, etys E onfucius 
after this. 
That "which e occaſions 
trouble to Kings, that, which in _ 
meaſure, redoubles the weight of th 
Burden aunext to their Crown, is either 
the few Subjects over which they 
| Reign, or the little Wealth which 
they poſſeſs. For in Brief, all Kings 
are not great, all Kings have not vaſt 
Dominions, and exceſſive Riches. But 
Eonſucius is of Opinion, That a King is 
too Ingenious to torment himſelf, when 
theſe Neflections are capable of cauſing 
the leaſt trouble in him. He ſays, 
That a King has Subjects enou h, when 
his Subjects are Contented ; And that 
his Kingdom is Rich — when 
Peace and Concord flouriſh there; 
Peace and Concord, ſaith this Philoſo. 
pher, Are the Mothers of Plenty. 
In fine, Confucius, in Speaking of 
the Duties of Princes, teaches, - That 
it is fo neceſſary for a Prince to 


be Virtuous, that whys he is others 
| 2 viſe, 
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10 te Morals if Goy fucius,'- 


| wiſe; 4 Subject is oblig d. by the Laws 
of Heaven, ese to baniſh 
himſelf, and to ſeek another Country, 
He ſometimes complains of the dif- 
orders of Princes; but the great Subject 
olf his Complaints, is, The Extrava- 
gancies of private Men. He , bewails 
the Morals of his Age; he ſays, That 


he ſees almoſt; no Body that dif: 


guiſhes himſelf; either by Pie Veli 
ſame extraordinary Quality; that 15 
very One is corrupted, that every One 
is deprav'd, and that it is amongſt the 
Magiſtrates and Courtiers chiefly that 
Virtue is neglected. It is true, that 
Coufucius ſeems: to extend: Thiogs be⸗ 
yond Reaſon Indeed, twas not 1 
for thigPhiloſopher, when i 4na Princes 
5 t Me found but Ten or Twelve 
abbns def an extraordinary Wiſdom, 
to cry out, OT. empora; O Mores. Un, 
der Vuvams Reiga, there were Ten 
Men of a Conſummate Virtue and Suf- 
ficiency, on whom this Emperor might 
| 2 Affairs of the Empire, 
Vet Confucius exclaims againſt ſo ſmall 
= „ e That - great En 
| GOWN 


his Age. He had made the ſame Com- 


"Wl whoſe Merit ſome Judgment may be 
za made by the Hiſtory of one of theſe 
Miniſters, whoſe Name was TI. 
* This Wiſe Miniſter had render'd his 
2 Memory immortal amongſt the Cb. 
ne  »e/es, not only becauſe it was he that 
he invented the Secret of ſtopping or di- 
: verting the Waters that overflow) d the 
at whole. Kingdom, and which made it 
4 almoſt uninhabitable, but becauſe that 


a Philoſopher. He was of an Illuſtri- 


reſus d to the Nobility of his Extraction 


1 The Emperor Zun ſo throughly un- 


* 1 his * that he aſſociated: 
5 8 . . 


plaints in reſpect of of the Emperor Zas, 
theFirſtof the Family of Chen, although 
this Prince had then ſive præfects of 


being an Emperor, he always livd like 


"WH ous Family; for he could Name ſome! 
m WW Emperors of his Anceſtors : But if by: 
at the Decadency of his Houſe, he was 
TY falln from the Pretenſions he might 
have to the Empire, his Wiſdom and 
nt Virtue acquir d him what Fortune had 


1 Vinve, ind! the © Qualities! | 
of the Spirit, are Things very rare in 


is: to the E 
Years after, he declard dien his Laich. 


ful Succeſſor, even to the Excluſion of 

his own Son. Tu refus d this Honour, 
but as he vainly deny d it, and that 
his Generoſity might not ſuffer, in the 
preſſing — that were made 
him on all hands, he withdrew from 
the Court, and went to ſeek a Retreat 
in a Cell: But not being able ſo well 
to conceal himſelf, as to remain 


undiſcover'd in the Rocks of bis Soli- 


tude, he was forceably advane d to the 


Throne of his Anceftors. Never Throne | 


was more eaſie of Accels thin this 
Prince” s, never Prince was more Affa- 
ble. It is reported, that he one day, 
left his Dinner Ten times, to peruſe the 
Petitions that were prefented him, or 
to hear the 1 of the DiltreC 

ſed: And that he ordinarily quitted 


his Bath, when Audience was deman- 
_ ded of him. He Reigned Ten Years 
with ſo much Succeis, with ſo much 
Tranquillity, and in ſuch great abun · 
dance of Things, that of this Age 
i yy be truly ſaid, Thar it was 3 
— a 
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Philbſopher. F 0 

. Was * 40 Vears 
I ied ; and he Died arte. 

had Liv de 'F or referring. the Intereſt 
of the Empire before that of his Fa. 
mily, ee ere not let his Son ſticceed 
hitnp he gave the Crown'to one of his 
Subjects, whoſe Virtue Was known 


unto him. A Prince, doubtleſs, is 
happy, when he can Tonerlries dif-- 


charge | himſelf; of che Cares which 


throw and prefs him, on ſach a Mini- 


ſter ; and Zu only could be fo, ſeeing 


that he at one time had Five, all wor- 


thy of being Seated on the Throne. 
— Number was not great enough 


for frei, tin What made him to 


grieve. 
Confucius fays, that 3 Prince ought 


never to accept the Crown to the Fre- 


judice of his Father, how unworth 
ſoever his Father might be thereof; 


That it is one of the greateſt Crimes 
whereof a Prince can be Guilty ; and 
this oceaſion d him to relate two little 
| — en, Sr gi ch to his 
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3 ae this Philedöpben 9 $ 
3 a King of Guei, who was twice Mat. 
ried. As Chaſtity, is not alwaysrhe 
Portion of Princeſſes; the Queen thad 
unlawſul Familiarities with one ofithe 
Nobles of his Court g and. this natibe. 
ing ſo! privately manag d, / but ond ef 
Limcums Sons by his firſt Wife came 
to the Knowledge oft itzothis,” 

Prince, jealous of his Father's Honour, 
fo highly reſented it, that he deſiguld 
to kill the Queen, which he once | 

il | . | T not. The cunning and guilty 
3 r= who ſaw. her ſelf dettited; ef 
VuVbo had a great Inſluencen over herian- 
cient Spouſe, alleg di ſuch plauſible 
Reaſons, to make him beleive her In- 
nocency, that this poor Prince, ſhut- 
ting his Eyes againſt the Truth, ba- 
niſh d his Son: But as Children are not 
culpable for their Fathers Crimes, he 
kept Che with him: He was the Son 
of this diſgraced prince. Limcum died 
Hon. after. The People recalled the 
Prince whom the Queens; Debaucheries 
bj had baniſht ; and he went to receive 
| he Grows, but his vicious Son oppos d 


4 


Parricide-: 
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5 kings Alken g o his Father Was a 
e rais d Armies apainſt ; 
him, and was proclaim's d 8 8 by t 


Pet ple. \ 5 xz? # 5 ** 


The Sons of a King of Cuchs, conti 


nues he, | follow'd not this Way: Be- 
hold a memorable Example. This King, 
whoſe Hiſtory we ſhall relate in two 
Words, had three Sous: And as Fa- 
thers have ſometimes mote tenderneſs 
for their youngeſt Chi ildren, than for 
the reſt, he had ſo much for the laſt 
which Heaven had given him, that 
ſome days before his Death, he ap- 


pointed him for his Succeſſor, to the 
Excluſion of his other Brothers. This 


Procedure was ſo much the f more ex. 


traordinary, as it was contrary to the 
Laws of the Land. The People thought 


after the King's Death, that they might | 
endeavour,” without any crime, to ad- 


vance the eldeſt of the Royal Family on 


the Throne. This was executed as the 
| People had projected it; And this A. 
ction was generally approved. There 


was none but the new King, who re- 
N his F WOT dying Words, 
refuſed 


wn w_ 7 : 


Prin took the Cromn that was prel 
ſented put it on his younger Bro- 
ther's my and nobly declar d that he 
renoune d it, and thought himſelf un- 
worthy of it, ſeeing OY he had been 
excluded by his F ME Wil and that 
his Father could not retrack what he 
had dane. The Brother, touch d with 
Juch an Heroick Action, conjur d him 
the ſame moment, not to oppoſe the 
I nclination of all the People, who de- 
ſir d him to Reign over them. He al- 
leged that it Was he alone, that was 
7 lawful Succeſſor to the Crown, 
which he contemned ; That their 2 
ther could not violate the Laws of the 
State; That this Prince was overtaken - 
with a too great Fondneſs, and that in 
a word, it in ſome mealure belonged 
to the People to redreſs the Laws of 
"ug Kings, when they were not juſt, 
ut nothing could perſwade him to act 


contrary to his Father's Will. Between 
theſe two Princes, there was a laudable 
Vonteſtation; neither would accept 
ebe We And they; 7 n this 
"FF 
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Conteſt would continue a long time, 


J) T op "op 


Dead ought to be buried ; and as this 
yas perform in Uf wee 
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withdrew from the Court;and were Van- 
quiſh'd and Victorious together, they 


went to end their Days in the repoſe of 5 
a a Solitude, and left the Kingdom to 
their Brother. Theſe Princes, adds he, 


ſought after Virtue ; but they ſoughs it 


not in vain, for they found it. 


He frequently relates ſhort Hiſtories | 
of this Nature, wherein an Heroick 
Generoſity is every were ſeen to diſ- 
cover it ſelf, The Women amongſt 
the People, and even great Princefles, 


are therein obſerv'd rather to _chuſe 
Death, and that with their own Hands 


than to be expoſed to the Violences o 


their Raviſhers. The Magiſtrates are 
there ſeen to quit the greateſt Employs, 
to avoid the Diſorders of the Court; 
Philoſophers to cenſure Kings upon 

their Throne, and Princes who make 


no difficulty to die to appeaſe the 


Anger of Heaven, and procure Peace 
to their People. 125 
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That 1 it is a Weaknels, tis a Crime i in 

He gives great Praiſes to fonts of his : 


reateſt Poverty, were content with 
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be ſerious, and not precipitate in our 
Anfwers ; and that ſetting our ſelves 
above every thing, we ſhould never 
be troubled, either that we are con- 
bing; 9. or not known in the World. 
& compares Hypocrites to thoſt 
Kuck Villains, who the better to con- 
gal their Deſigns from the Eyes of 
Men, do appear Wiſe and eſt in 
the Day time, and who by the favour 
- of. the Night, do Rob Houſes, and 
commit the moſt Infamous Robberies. 
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Belly. their. God, never do any thing 
' worthy of a Man; that they are rather 
Brutes than Rational Creatures: 200 
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Crimes are, always greater than the 
Crimes of other Men. Zam, the laſt 
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not ſurpriz d, becauſe I would have | 
him that delights in Virtue, to find ſo 
many Charms therein, that for it he 
ſhould contema the Pleaſures of the 
World: And on the contrary, that hgñe 
who hates Vice, ſhould find it ſo hi- 
deous, that he ſhould uſe all ways to 
keep himſelf from falling therein. 
It is not credible that he who uſes 
his utmoſt Endeavours to acquire Vir- 
tue, ſhould not obtain it at laſt, al- 
though he ſhould labour but one ſingle 
0 Day. I never yet ſaw: a Man that 
wanted ſtrength for this purpoſe. ' 
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Dignities; rather grieve: for that thou 
are not, perhaps, — with thoſe 
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If thou demandeſt my Thoughts con. 
cerning ſuch a Man, I cannot refuſe; 
telling you, that be © deſerves great 
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kable Virtue. This i is the Judgment 
7 K. tional Man ought to 
| make thereof. But as we are not the 
Searchers of Hearts, and as it is pro- 
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